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How can I know God’s will for 
my life? Margaret Erb 
presents some simple answers 


to this familiar question 


HH. OFTEN have you heard Christian speakers tell 
young people, “God has a plan for your life—be 
sure you find it”? And you are left with a great 
desire that God would clearly and definitely let you 
in on that plan so that there could be no mistaking. 

Perhaps you have met people who, at some time 
before their schooling was complete, were sure they 
knew what God wanted them to do. Right now I am 
on my way to India. I was not led to this country 
until ten years after | graduated from high school. 
A girl who is traveling to India with me received a 
call to go to India during her first year at Bible 
school. Maybe you know someone who is still at high 
school who knows that God is calling him to a certain 
country. 


BUT WHAT IS IT? 


But I rather imagine that you know far more 
fellows and girls who don’t have the slightest clue 
about God’s will for their lives. Maybe you are one 
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of them. If so, this is for you. Having turned your 
life over completely to God you are anxiously trying 
to discover what His plan is for you. I know just 
how trying a long period of uncertainty regarding 
this important matter can be. 


BLUEPRINT VS. NEXT STEP 

Before we discuss how you can get the answer to 
the problem, let’s define the problem. Just what do 
we mean by “knowing God’s will for one’s life”? 

Somehow or other a great many misconceptions 
have grown up regarding “knowing God’s will.” The 
very way we use the phrase “knowing God’s will” 
seems to imply that it is a mysterious something 
which you either have or do not have. And usually in 
any group of Christian young people there are a 
fortunate few who know “it,” and many more unfor- 
tunate ones who do not know “it.” The few who 
know “it” usually go into full-time Christian work at 
home or abroad, and the unenlightened many stay 
where they are hoping that they too will “receive a 
call” eventually. 


Often when people speak in the above manner 
they are thinking of “knowing God’s will” as “having 
a blueprint for life.” Let us accept this definition for 
the time and ask another question. Is it right for 
young people who are, say. in their teens to expect 
God to indicate what their life’s vocation is to be? 

The more I have thought about it, the more I am 
convinced that we have no good reason to expect God 
to do this, even though He does sometimes do the 
unexpected. I know that to you it seems logical that 
God should indicate your life’s work. How can you 
know what subjects to take in high school? How can 
you know whether to go to Bible school, to nurses’ 
training, or to normal school, when you don’t know 
what God wants you to do? That’s the way I used to 
reason, and especially when I graduated from high 
school it seemed so unreasonable of God not to tell 
me what He wanted me to do. 

Three years ago I planned an ISCF (Inter-School 
Christian Fellowship) Spring Conference. The ques- 
tion “How can I know God’s will for my life?” was 
our theme. As I prepared for the conference I paged 
through my New Testament looking for a concise 
passage which would give the answer to this question. 
I made a rather startling discovery, namely, that this 
question which is a major one for us did not seem 
to be a problem to the early Christians! There is no 
indication that any of Christ’s disciples stood around 
waiting for Him to tell them what their life’s work 
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was to be. Apparently they knew His will. We will 
discuss the reason for this knowledge later. 

First let us consider a few examples from the Bible. 
When Peter and Andrew were called to be fishers of 
men (cf. Mark 1:17), the exact place and manner of 
their doing so was not revealed to them all at once, 
but gradually. Christ, much later on, did give Peter 
an indication of how he was to die, but not of how 
he was to live (cf. John 21:18). In the book of the 
Acts of the Apostles we find that Peter was given 
the ministry of preaching Christ to the Jews in and 
around Jerusalem. He had to meet the opposition of 
well-trained Jewish officials. Peter was just a humble 
fisherman, and maybe he would have turned back 
from following Christ if he had known ahead of time 
the work that God had planned for him. 

We get another little insight into this matter in 
Acts 1. Just before He left His disciples, Christ gave 
them one immediate instruction. They were not to 
leave Jerusalem until they were baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. The eleven were not satisfied with this 
one instruction but wanted to know the larger plan. 
(cf. v. 6). Jesus replied that that was God’s business; 
their business was to obey His immediate command. 
Christ did, however, give them a little glimpse of 
the future when He named Jerusalem, Judea, Sa- 
maria, and the ends of the earth as the site of their 
future work. When He was talking so intimately at 
this time it would have been very easy for Him to 
have outlined to each disciple what his duties would 
be after Pentecost. But He did not do so. 

If you will take time to study Paul’s life you will 
see, too, how his call to do a big missionary work 
among the Gentiles did not come until long after 
his conversion, and even then he had to look to the 
Holy Spirit from time to time for directions regard- 
ing the next step. 

I think it is just the same today. Most frequently 
God reveals only the next step. Of course, we even- 
tually come to the place where the next step is the 
one we have been especially waiting for, the one 
when we settle down into our life’s work. But we 
must not fret or worry because God seems to be slow 
in making that all-important revelation. 


Do you wonder why God works in this way? I 
guess there are many reasons, but I’d like to mention 
two just briefly. First of all, God is trying to teach 
His children to depend on Him daily and hourly. He 
wants us to walk by faith and not by sight, so that 
we will become God-reliant people rather than self- 
reliant. You are forced to rely on Him when He shows 


HIS, JUNE, 1952 





you just one step at a time. Secondly, you might not 
be prepared properly for the specific job He has in 
mind if He told you now what that job was. For 
example, let us suppose you are in senior high school 
and you feel certain God wants you to teach school 
in Ethiopia. You might finish high school, go to 
normal school, take a year or two at Bible school, 
and then apply to go to Africa. By this time you 
would be twenty-one or twenty-two years of age. 
There might be nothing wrong with this, but it could 
be that God would prefer to prepare you differently. 
He might want you to go to normal school, teach a 
few years, get a B.A. degree, then go to seminary 
before applying to a mission. By this time you might 
be twenty-six or twenty-seven. 

When you are seventeen it seems dreadful to think 
of waiting until you are twenty-six to discover your 
life’s work. But if God should choose to work that 
way in your life you can be sure that He will. be 
using those years to train you. God is the only one 
who knows the exact place and position which you 
will fill and God is the only one who is qualified to 
train you for that position. Often He cannot trust 
us with too much knowledge about the future, and so 
He leads us step by step. 


WHO DOES GOD GUIDE? 

Now how does God guide His children? First of 
all, let us fix it firmly in our minds that He guides 
guidable people, just the same as He teaches teach- 
able people. 


THE WILLING-HEARTED. The person who has defi- 
nitely and deliberately surrendered his own will to 
God may expect God to guide him. God wants will- 
ing-hearted children; children from whom He may 
claim any or every talent, ability, or asset of any 
kind, and who will gladly and willingly give to Him 
that which He desires. The promise in Proverbs 3:6 
is to those who acknowledge Him in all their ways. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


But what may a willingness to do God’s will in- 
volve? First of all, if you are willing-hearted, you 
will have no reservations regarding a vocation or 
place of service. You will say “yes” to the things 
that are distasteful to you if God should lead in that 
direction. You will face the possibility of maintain- 
ing a lower scale of living than you are used to, of 
leaving your best pals and your family to live and 
work with people whom you might not choose for 
your friends, of spending years with those who do 
not seem to appreciate your presence among them 
nor the message which you bring. These are a few of 
the things which you may experience if you embrace 
God’s plan for your life. You must think about this 
matter realistically, but do not be frightened by the 
prospect. He who calls will enable. 

Now the next thing I am going to suggest may be 
rather out of the ordinary, but | will say it anyway. 
I think the person who is really willing to go to the 
mission field will start to prepare to go even before 
God calls him. Let me illustrate. It is difficult to gain 
an intelligent and comprehensive understanding of 
the Christian Scriptures just by the ordinary avenues 
which church, Sunday school, and personal study 
afford. It is not impossible, but, with all the activities 
which claim a young person’s time and energies, it 
is difficult. If you go to the mission field you may be 
sent to a people who are thoroughly schooled in their 
own scriptures. Whether you are an engineer, doctor, 
or school teacher, in the eyes of the people you are 
mainly a Christian, and you need a good understand- 
ing of the Christian faith in order to meet their ques- 
tions about it. Now I have seen quite a few young 
people who say they are willing to go to the mission 
field, take a job after university graduation and wait 
for the call to go. They have spent maybe five years 
waiting, two or three of which could have been spent 
at a Bible school or seminary. If, in the end, they 
did not do missionary work, they would still make 
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“I know you will do your very best in your exams, 

and I shall pray that the Lord will take your best 

and make it good enough for His service.” 
—FROM A PERSONAL LETTER 


far more useful Christians at home for having had 
some Bible training. 

THE OBEDIENT. It was while Paul was obeying 
Christ’s command to preach to the Gentiles that he 
was called into Macedonia (cf. Acts 16:6-10). It was 
while Abraham’s servant was on his way to find 
Isaac a wife that God led him to the right home (cf. 
Gen. 24:27). And it will only be as you are busy 
obeying the light you have that God will shed more 
light on your path for the next step. 


THE CONFIDENT. The child of God who is conse- 
crated to His will has every right to expect God to 
guide in any given matter. God is good, and He will 
not allow the one who sincerely desires His will in 
some important matter to be led into the wrong de- 
cision. So come to Him with full confidence, knowing 
that your future is safe in His hands. Occasionally 
there is a time element in making a decision, and we 
do not sense God’s will in the matter before we must 
make a choice. In that case we must carefully con- 
sider all the facts and, using our Godgiven brains, 
make the best judgment we can—trusting Him to 
protect us from a wrong decision. The life that is 
daily offered to Him, He will use as He wills. If 
you look up James 1:5-7 you will see the import- 
ance of having full confidence in God. 


THE CLOSE OF KIN. Here we come to what I judge 
from the Scriptures to be the most important factor 
in knowing God’s will. You may wonder why I stress 
this point so much because you may think it “goes 
without saying.” But I believe it is important enough 
to merit special emphasis. 


As I have studied the Scriptures I have been con- 
vinced that the men of God knew His will so thor- 
oughly simply because they knew God so well. 

Will you stop for a minute and answer this ques- 
tion: How do you know the will of any person? If 
you think about it a bit I am sure you will agree 
that knowledge of the person is essential to a knowl- 
edge of that person’s will. After you have lived with 
your parents for sixteen or twenty years you have 
a pretty good idea of what their will is for you. 
Suppose you ask your father for the car for the 
third week-night in succession when exams are just 
around the corner. You know immediately by the 
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look on his face what his will in the matter is. 
You’ve lived with your father long enough to know 
how he thinks, how he reacts to certain suggestions, 
how he expects you to behave, and the kind of person 
he hopes you'll turn out to be. ; 

Would you please look up Psalm 32:8 and 9? 
There you see that God promises to guide His people 
with His eye, not with a bit and bridle. 


In any human relationship where the eye is used 
for guidance there is a close relationship between 
the guide and guided. For example, a blind person 
must have his hand on the leash of his seeing-eye 
dog or on the arm of his human guide. People who 
have lived together do not always need words to 
convey their thoughts. A child knows by the way 
Mommy looks at him whether she is pleased or 
otherwise with his company manners when he’s out 
for dinner. A pupil does not always need to be told 
verbally when he is annoying his teacher. One look 
is sufficient. A married person can read the expression 
on the face of his or her life partner. 

And so it is with God. He wants you to live so 
constantly with Him that you will become very sen- 
sitive to His approval or disapproval. He would like 
to guide you, as it were, just by a glance. He desires 
sons and daughters who are having such wonderful 
fellowship with Him that they cannot long remain 
out of His will without sensing it. From personal ex- 
perience I know that when I am in close fellowship 
with God there is a wonderful way in which His 
spirit speaks to my spirit in matters where I need 
His guidance. 


HOW DOES GOD GUIDE? 

Having discussed how much guidance we may 
expect from God and the kind of people that are 
guidable, we may have already answered some of 
the problems relative to how God guides. However, 
let us just consider the specific factors which God 
uses to bring us to a place of decision. 


PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY. God, our Father, is the 
author and maintainer of your life. As such, He has 
access to your thought life in a way that no other 
person has. He can influence your actions by guiding 
your thoughts. As you read His Word and fellowship 
with Him in prayer He is given access to your 
thoughts to a degree which is impossible when you 
are tearing around with your daily duties. Therefore, 
the maintaining of a day-by-day time of fellowship 
is most important. 

(Continued on page 35, column 1) 
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iF A WORLD choking and gasping amid noxious 
fumes of human hatred and resentment, it is imper- 
ative that Christians get a new perspective on the 
most distinctive characteristic of the Christian gospel. 
Without hesitation we affirm that that characteristic, 
too little appreciated among evangelicals, is love— 
the agapé of the New Testament. 

So far as the Greek language is concerned, three 
forms of love find expression. The first, confined 
very largely to the secular and classical literature 
of the Greeks, is the concept of eros, the aesthetic 
love, the desire which looks toward the object, ex- 
pecting to receive certain kinds of value for itself. 
A degree higher on the scale is the concept of phileo, 
the equivalent of brotherly love, that in which there 
is a mutual giving and receiving of values. This level 
of love seemed to be the highest possible attainment 
for Peter in his honest answer to the most searching 
question ever asked by Jesus Christ. Peter was unable 
to use the agapé symbol for love. In response to the 
question “Do you love [agapé] me more than these?” 
his reply was, in effect, “I love [phileo] you with 
a reciprocal love.” This highest concept of agapé 
involves the investing of the lover in the object of 
love without any thought of values to be received. 
The experience. is distinctively a spiritual and New 
Testament one, and one which desperately needs to be 
recovered by evangelicals in our own day. 

Augustine and many of the classical Christian 
mystics thought of love as satisfying deep desire, 
and the giving of their love was to this end. Such 
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love seems to resolve itself into an expression of a 
desire for what the lover craves in his deepest nature 
but does not possess. Its object seems to be more 
largely to receive than to invest. Such an expression 
is inferior to that which appears in the New Testa- 
ment. Martin Luther with a deep insight rejected 
this concept in part and insisted that agapé was a 
purely giving love. The contemporary Swedish theo- 
logian Anders Nygren, in his book Agapé and Eros, 
champions Luther’s point of view. Nels Ferré goes 
somewhat further and teaches that agapé is a new 
concept and that, with the Christian gospel, it appears 
for the first time in human history. With this view- 
point we agree. It is demonstrable that historically 
and psychologically agapé is unique. Its possibility 
does not appear to be rooted in man’s native moral 
endowment. Man is by nature egotistical and selfish. 
He is at best capable of mutual and reciprocal love, 
which is never born apart from the reasonable as- 
surance of reciprocity. 

The modern intellectual and secular world may 
grope toward the insights of agapé but never achieve 
more than phileo. Such a fact can be observed in 
modern psychology with its understanding that rap- 
port must be the basis for successful psychotherapy. 
This development toward something resembling mu- 
tuality of respect between men is a comparatively 
recent phenomenon. It is illustrated in modern la- 
bor-management relations, in the activity of countless 
intellectual professional and business men in service 
organizations throughout this country and in the 
mass response of community appeals. 


Years ago Herbert Hoover, then Secretary of Com- 
merce, delivered a notable address, urgently appeal- 
ing to all the Chambers of Commerce in the United 
States for a higher ethic in business. He hoped that 
there would be such a grasp of the Christian ethic 
among American business men that economic de- 
pression would be avoided and government controls 
would not become necessary. He said, “American 
business needs a lifting purpose greater than the 
struggle of materialism.” He meant by this that 
there must be an ethical concern for the other man, 


if the business man’s world hoped to survive. Ap- 
parently, as history has proved, this “lifting purpose 
greater than the struggle of materialism” was im- 
possible for American business men. Even this phileo 
level was impossible. The depression came, and the 
rise of a form of government in the United States 
which has increasingly and continuously extended 
regulatory control over the private lives and the 
businesses of American citizens was a logical se- 
quence. Perhaps it would be a fair judgment on the 
situation to say that the objectives of Hoover were 
never achieved because human moral nature in gen- 
eral is incapable even of the phileo concept. A 
fortiori, modern man is bankrupt of the agapé con- 
cept by which alone a complete and adequate com- 
munity relationship between men can be established. 
The basic unreality and inadequacy of all brother- 
hood movements which exclude a relationship to 
God in the Christian sense thus appears. 


It is just this distinctive characteristic which the 
secular world lacks that the church ought to possess 
to set it apart from all other communities of men. 
But tragically it is just at this point that the church 
in our day is conspicuously deficient. It may be 
observed as a too prevalent defect at the leadership 
level among evangelicals. There seems to be a vulgar 
jostling for position. There is lacking the sense of 
the instrinsic personal worth of colleagues. Men in 
some of our most potential organizations are more 
concerned for the emoluments of office and for the 
prestige which attaches to responsible position than 
for the regeneration of men and women. The insti- 
tution or position is a means to personal advantage 
for some. Only with God’s help can such men achieve 
insight into the grossness and carnality of their ego- 
tistical motivation. 


The evangelical institutions in America have been 
notorious for their internal tensions. It is a fact that 
most of these tensions develop not over matters of 
doctrine or any vital principle, but between person- 
alities in which the principle of agapé is conspicu- 
ously lacking, and in which egotism becomes aggres- 
sive and the barricades of rationalization impenetra- 
ble. One is reminded of the church councils from the 
fourth century on, in which the conclusions of debate, 
far from having any relevance to the will of God, 
became masterpieces of ecclesiastical strategy. In 
many cases the New Testament procedures which 
should be followed among those who have a dif- 
ference are disregarded. Nor is it possible in most 
instances to go beyond the first phrase of Paul’s 
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injunction to the Philippian Church: “Whatsoever 
things are true . . . think on these things.” The 
factual truth concerning issues does not concern 
men, but only the expediencies necessary to preserve 
their own personal interests and prestige. That public 
shame for their actions is reflected on the evangelical 
cause is of no consequence to such men. 

The supreme need in institutionalized Christianity 
in America is first of all a critical self-examination 
by that segment of our leadership which is too self- 
ishly involved to have good perspective. An essential 
pre-condition of true evangelism must be a recovery 
at the personal level throughout the whole church of 
the distinguishing Christian characteristic of agapé. 
To become self-conscious of this lack is the beginning 
point of a genuine spiritual awakening. . 

The most strategic opportunity for evangelism 
which is open today is in the university field. This 
opportunity cannot be exploited unless, among Chris- 
tian professors and students, there is an honest 
understanding of the real problems of the intellectual 
world. In addition to this understanding, there must 
be an empathic relationship to the campus popula- 
tion; the same agapé principle which brought God 
into history redemptively and vicariously in Jesus 
Christ must be the controlling motive in the life of 
the professing Christian. The Christians on the cam- 
pus must enter the orbits of other lives with the same 
selfless, all-investing love. 

So far as Christian leadership itself is concerned, 
it is obvious from experience that only in an atmos- 
phere of total investment in others can there be any 
creative outcomes from our interaction with one 
another. Where there is this kind of love there is 
no need of defensiveness. “Love me,” said Augustine, 
“and then say anything to me and about me you 
like.” In the relationship of agapé, defects are under- 
stood and tensions disappear, for “perfect love cast- 
eth out fear.” The highest is elicited from every 
member of such a fellowship and the cause is safe. 
Whatever emerges transcends the ability of any single 
mind, is likely to be pleasing in God’s holy sight, 
and will make for the furtherance of the gospel in 
our time. The fellowship of the saints is the greatest 
fellowship on earth, but who among us will not admit 
that our gravest defect and the major cause of our 
impotence in this auspicious hour is our lack of 
love—agapé. Love never fails! END 
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REVIEW SHELF 
(Continued from inside front cover) 
Perhaps the outstanding part of the book is the 
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chapter entitled “The Witness to Christ.” Here is 
classified and summarized an amazing series of 
prophecies and their literal fulfillment regarding the 
Saviour, His earthly life and death. 

The last chapter of the book—‘Prophecy and the 
Kingdom of God”—is a disappointment. Dr. Atkin- 
son, apparently a-millinarian in conviction, spiritual- 
izes unfulfilled prophecy —this in spite of his 
insistence upon literal fulfillment of prophecy con- 
cerning Christ in the previous chapter. Although he 
refers fairly to liberal viewpoints from time to time, 
he unkindly dismisses that interpretation of future 
events sincerely held by so large a body of Bible- 
believing Christians with the sole statement: “The 
uncritical study of it has bred the literalist interpreter 
who misses its spirit and makes nonsense of it” 
(p. 125). This chapter is inconsistent and contains 
many grave omissions. However, apart from this one 
section The Christian’s Use of the Old Testament 
fills a great need and is a semi-popular presentation 
of unusual excellence and usefulness. 

THE DRIFT OF WESTERN THOUGHT by Carl F. H. Henry, pub- 
lished by William B. Eerdman, 1951. 164 pages, price $2.50. 

Dr. Henry analyzes the essential rationale of the 
three great periods of philosophical thought—classi- 
cal idealism, medieval scholasticism, and modern 
naturalism—and contrasts them with Biblical revela- 
tory authoritarianism. 

The author points out that twentieth century nat- 
uralism has developed in the shadow of the Cross 
and therefore did not at once perceive . . . its com- 
plete “rupture with Biblical Christianity . . . it still 
retained vital elements absorbed from Biblical 
theism” (pp. 45, 46). 

The reader is graphically confronted with the fact 
that . . . “it is a more important issue by far, what 
the twentieth century man is to do with deity and 
morality, than what he is to do with his property; 
to make private property the supreme issue of our 
age, whether one ranges himself on the capitalistic 
or communistic side, is already to act on the natural- 
istic thesis that our problems are basically econom- 
ical” (p. 64). “The alternatives,” says Dr. Henry, 
“consistently reduce, in our day, as in any, to Bibli- 
cal theology or a naturalistic nihilism” (p. 160). 

Although at times unnecessarily verbose and in- 
volved, The Drift of Western Thought is convincing. 
It is important that Christians be alert to the basic 
issue of our day and realize that the survival of west- 
ern civilization will come not by a victory of dollars 
and guns, but by victory in the realm of the spirit 
and in the realm of ideas. csw 
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Poo OFTEN answers to the query as to the nature 
of love are either humorous or vague. 

It is a great tragedy that many fine young people 
are depriving themselves of marriage, one of life’s 
richest experiences, because they do not know what 
to look for or have been misinformed. In their con- 
fusion they turn to others for guidance as to the 
nature of love, and the response is vague. 

One great danger is the storm of emotion, as 
depicted by Hollywood and modern novelists, that 
is supposed to connote love. Seemingly, when the 
emotion is gone you are no longer in love and there- 
fore at liberty to seek it elsewhere. Few Christians 
adhere to this philosophy. Yet, through exposure, 
they are not entirely beyond its influence. 

There are some who have been disappointed in 
love and who are certain that they can never love 
again. Others, perhaps, have lost their mates early 
through war or illness, and are convinced that they 
can never marry again, that any second marriage 
would be empty in comparison. 

It would appear that many tragic experiences 
could be avoided if it were possible to define simply 
and clearly the phenomenon of love. As a begin- 
ning, perhaps the following definition may be of 
some help: “Love is caring for someone else more 
than one cares for oneself.” 

Some people say that there are different kinds of 
love. Perhaps this is true. The relationship between 
husband and wife, for example, is seemingly differ- 
ent from that between parent and child. However, 
to say that there are different degrees of love is 
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By JOHN PETER CARTWRIGHT 


possibly more meaningful—different degrees depend- 
ing on how much one is willing to sacrifice oneself 
on behalf of another. 

We have instances of very great love in the Scrip- 
tures, as for example, the love of David for his son 
Absalom: “O my son Absalom, my son, my son 
Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O. Absa- 
lom, my son, my son!” This is a touching example 
of great love. David cared for his son more than for 
his own life. 

Of course, the supreme example is that of Christ 
giving His life for mankind. “Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends.” 

An additional characteristic of love is that it is, ba- 
sically, an attitude. As such it is more closely related 
to the will than to the emotions. This is extremely 
important as it means that love is not necessarily 
an uncontrollable force in human relations. To be 
“swept off one’s feet” is more passion than will. It 
is succumbing to one’s physical urges and is to be 
questioned as an expression of love. 

That love is aligned with the will is demonstrated 
frequently in Scriptural admonitions. “Love one an- 
other.” “Husbands, love your wives.” These com- 
mands, and others, are based on the proposition 
that love may be controlled, that it is in the power 
of one’s will to love, and that any failure to love is 
a willful act. Were love an uncontrollable emotion 
no such commands could be issued. Because of this, 
one is able to love even the unlovable. What a 
marvelous provision of the Lord for His children. 
How tragic if love were beyond our control and we 
were called upon to minister to those whom we could 
not love. 

Another interesting observation that may be made 
is that nowhere in the Scriptures is love made a 
pre-requisite for marriage. Should love come before 
marriage, all the better. However, a lack of love 
need not deter from marriage. It would appear that 
in Biblical days (and even today in some areas of 
the world) a young man or woman usually left their 
life’s choice to their families. Abraham sent his 
trusted servant to select a bride for Isaac. After 
she became his wife, he loved her. Of course. He 
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had the disposition to love her. He would have 
loved anyone that God in His providence through 
the faithful servant provided for him. And, no doubt, 
he would have married her in faith even though he 
didn’t respond as immediately and enthusiastically as 
the Scriptures seem to indicate. After all, Rebekah 
didn’t make that long trip to be accepted or rejected 
depending on the whimsical response of Isaac’s 
emotions. He was committed long before he loved 
her and in this case before he even met her. 

’ Several years ago an unusual modern example of 
the above took place. A young couple met and, after 
a brief acquaintance, decided that it was in God’s 
will that they marry. They felt, after joint and 
separate prayer, a complete sense of liberty as to 
joining their lives in matrimony. Yet, on the day 
of their marriage they were quite frankly not yet 
“in love.” Fortunately, the minister did not ask if 
they loved each other, but, rather, whether they 
promised to love each other—future tense. They 


TIME FOR PRAYER... 

. one can and must purchase dearly; pro- 
ficiency in it we can neither buy nor give our- 
selves. We must come as we are, so that God 
may make us as we should be. 

—GERHARDT TERSTEEGEN 


promised that they would, and they have kept their 
promises. Their marriage has been highly successful. 
Now, admittedly, this is an unusual case. Yet, it is 
an example of two young people who were deter- 
mined to make their union a success. They willed to 
love. For them emotion was not the cause of marriage 
but the result of marriage. 

In a sense their experience was that spoken by 
Satan’s emissary Screwtape to his associate Worm- 
wood in C. S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters: “Humans 
are to be encouraged to regard as the basis of mar- 
riage a highly colored and distorted version of 
something that the enemy [God] really promises as 
its result. Humans who have not the gift of conti- 
nence can be deterred from seeking marriage as a 
solution because they do not find themselves ‘in 
love’ and, thanks to us, the idea of marrying with 
any other motive seems to them low and cynical. 
They regard the: intention of loyalty to a partnership 
of life as something lower than a storm of emotion.” 

Man’s part in the salvation of his soul is basically 
an act of the will. When a person becomes a Chris- 
tian he wills to love Christ and, as a result, there 
is a union between the Saviour and the saved. Each 
becomes part of the other. Similarly, human love is 
an act of the will and when a young man and woman 
will to love each other “till death do them part” 
they unite to become a part of each other. As in 
salvation, stimulated emotions may assist in prompt- 
ing the initial act of the will. However, varying 
with individuals, they are not necessary. What is 
necessary is the complete sense of liberty, after sus- 
tained prayer, that this man or woman is God’s 
choice for you. Then after the step of faith, as in 
salvation, God will confirm the decision with all of 
the emotional factors so often expected before the 
decision. 

We have been saved by faith to live a life of 
faith. This “deeper life,” as it is sometimes called, 
is made up of a multitude of practical decisions,. 
some more important than others. One of the major 
decisions to be made is that of marriage. To insist 
upon emotion as a pre-requisite to marriage is as 
with the Jews of Christ’s time to ask for a sign 
before believing. It is not acting by faith. It is 
avoiding the very life to which we have been called. 
Should God give such a sign, thank Him for His 
graciousness. But if you are asked to make this 
major decision in pure faith, with confidence in 
Him alone, step across the threshold into what Peter- 
Marshall has so aptly called “the halls of highest 
human happiness.” END 
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Last in a series of nine 


Old Testament character studies 


Author: A. W. Tozer 


ews PSYCHOLOGY being what it is we must never 
)) overlook the stimulating effect of great personalities. 
While association with a great person will not make 
a small man large, it may do much to make him 
larger than he would have been if left to himself. 
It cannot add to the original deposit but it may in- 
spire the man to develop the powers that lie dormant 
within him. 

For this reason a Christian must always be in 


the way of being better for long and sympathetic 
association with Joshua. I say “in the way of” advis- 
edly, for any real progress must come from within; 
biography can only offer the reader opportunity to 
develop. If he will not take advantage of his oppor- 
tunity, then for him that opportunity is lost. Great- 





ness does not rub off by contact. Passive association 
with Joshua will not help us, but if we already have 
the divine urge toward spiritual improvement then 
Joshua is a good man with whom to travel around. 
His personality is provocative. His life and labors 
constitute a powerful incitement to moral action. 
He is a good man to know. 

Joshua came to prominence slowly, and this in 
itself is a good thing. Rarely does God project his 
chosen servants suddenly into a place of public use- 
fulness, and those persons who appear to have burst 
upon the world without previous preparation will be 
found to have served a long apprenticeship to God 
somewhere before being trusted with an important 
work. Elijah, for instance, swung into sight sud- 
denly like a comet, but his testimony, “The Lord God 
of Israel liveth, before whom | stand,” reveals that 
he served God long in obscurity before he appeared 
to the startled Ahab. 


Under Moses, Joshua learned to serve. This was 


a necessary part of his training. God knew Joshua 
better than he knew himself or anyone else knew 
him, so He put him under discipline to Moses and 
compelled the mettlesome and impatient servant to 
obey commands and execute orders. It was not until 
he had spent what seemed the better part of a life- 
time taking orders that he was set in a place of 
command and permitted to issue them. 

Some persons are said to be natural leaders, and 
this often means nothing more than that they are by 
nature dictatorial and overbearing, enjoying nothing 
so much as “lording it over God’s heritage.” God 
understands the strength and the weakness of such 
persons and prepares them for usefulness by putting 
them in the school of obedience. Joshua was such a 
man. Moses himself had led sheep before he was 
qualified to lead Israel, and Joshua had to learn to 
obey Moses before he would be fit to command 
Israel. 

Moses and Joshua were very close to each other 
over a long period of time, and during that time there 
was never any doubt who was the master and who 
the disciple. Moses towered over Joshua like a moun- 
tain over its neighboring hills. Joshua was to Moses 
what Elisha was to Elijah, what Timothy was to Paul. 
The whole life of the younger man was wound about 


the elder; he clung to him like ivy to the wall and 
lived in constant dependence upon him. This state 
of affairs was good and proper up to a point; beyond 
that it would have been harmful to Joshua, so just at 
that moment God spoke to Joshua and said, “Moses 
my servant is dead, now therefore arise, go over 
this Jordan, thou and all this people.” Joshua’s 
training was ended; he was now freed from his 
teacher and was ready to step into his place and fin- 
ish the work the teacher had not been able to 
complete. h 

Here we see another law of lifej the disciple must 
outgrow the need for his teacher.’Pérpetual disciple- 
ship is never good. No matter how great the teacher, 
if the disciple must lean upon him always he has 
not done a proper job of teaching. One of the most 
useful tasks of a good teacher is to make himself 
unnecessary. Some of us have had the experience of 
finding our mentor, someone who appeared to be sent 
of God to lead us in the way, and to this guide we 
attached ourselves with tender devotion, even taking 
on his mannerisms and his voice inflections. Or if 
he came to us in a book, the book became necessary 
to us, next to the Bible itself. Then one day by the 
kind hand of God our mentor was removed from us, 
either by some providential circumstance or, by our 
finding that we no longer need him. Happy, ‘day for 
us when a great teacher has done for us all he can 
do and we are freed from his mental and moral 
dominance! Then comes maturity and a spiritual as- 
surance that permits us to stand on our own feet 
and teach others in our turn. f- pol pF 

Christians in our day need to learn these two 
lessons: that we must bring ourselves under discipline ~ 
to bring out the best there is in us and that there 
must be an end to our apprenticeship if we would 
become leaders and teachers of others. The temp- 
tation is to want to be generals before we have been 
privates. Young Christians often feel that they should 
be catapulted into a high position as soon as they 
have finished college or seminary. But he is a rare 
soul who is ready to lead before he has learned to 
follow. The desire to start at the top is natural, but 
it is never spiritual. Someone said recently, “If you 
are too big for a little place you are too little for a 

(Continued on page 34, column 1) 
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e The weekly Bible study and the daily prayer 
meetings of the IVCF group at the Philadelphia Mu- 
seum School of Art have grown and produced two 
definite conversions this year. Recently, the day 
after the school was mentioned in the U. S. /nter- 
cessor, the attendance at the Bible study jumped 
200 per cent. 


e@ At the University of Arizona the IVCF chapter presi- 
dent was elected president of the Student Religious Group 
on campus. The Inter-Varsity group also took the spring 
track championship in intermural athletics. The IV chapter 
has its own book table, and the members are busy keep- 
ing their tract boxes filled. 


e Twenty-seven schools were represented recent- 
ly by more than 160 students who attended the Inter- 
Varsity and FMF student missions week end at Cal- 
vary Independent Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
The Lord graciously blessed and gave new insight 
into the urgency of missions. 


e Early in the year several groups from the Central 
Michigan College at Mt. Pleasant gave programs for small 
churches in neighboring towns. Several students came to 
know Christ as a result of these programs, and all who 
participated profited spiritually. Besides their daily prayer 
meetings at noon, and Bible studies at least one evening 
a week in most of the dorms, the CMC group has a special 
co-ed Bible study on Sunday afternoons. 


e Since the University of South Dakota chapter 
had bill-fold size calendars printed which also an- 
nounced the time and places of the various IVCF 
meetings on the back of the card, the weekly Bible 
studies in one of the girls’ dorms and in the boys’ 
dorms and the joint weekly Bible study have been 
well attended. 


@ The University of Minnesota was host to the more 
than 500 students who attended the state-wide confer- 
ence held the last week end in March at Minneapolis, with 
every chapter in the state represented. The Inter-Varsity 
groups met in co-operation with the Christian Nurses’ Fel- 
lowship and the (Lutheran) Student Missionary Council 
of Minnesota. Speakers at the conference included Dr. 
W. Robert Smith, Paul Lindell and David Adeney. The 
conference closed with a foreign students tea which was 
well attended. 
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The Minnesota Student State Committee met at a break- 
fast meeting during this conference with representatives 
from every chapter in the state present. Officers for the 
coming year were elected, and plans for the summer and 
fall were discussed and prayed about. 


e The IVCF chapter at Reedley Junior College 
(California) begins each day with a prayer meeting 
before the first class, and meets ‘at another time each 


day for Bible study. 


e@ Eighty Inter-Varsity Alumni of the New York metro- 
politan area enjoyed fellowship at the Winter Week-end 
Conference held at Keswick Grove, New Jersey. Theme 
for the week end was ‘‘That we might live!l”’ (I John 4:9) 
and the entire epistie was studied carefully in the mes- 
sages, Bible studies, prayer groups, Quiet Times, and 
discussions. Guest speakers were Frederick W. Evans 
(Pastor of Bedford-Central Presbyterian Church in Brook- 
lyn, New York), and J. Dwight Pentecost (teacher at 
Pennsylvania Bible Institute in Philadelphia). Part of the 
offerings received will be used for Campus in the Woods 
scholarships in the summer of 1952. 


The New York Alumni group wishes to invite recent 
graduates who will be coming home to that area, to a 
dinner in their honor in June. Please send name and 
address to Miss Lydia Caliandro, 418—76th Street, North 
Bergen, New Jersey. 


THE HEART OF CHRISTIAN WITNESSING 


“And there went with him a band of men, 
whose hearts God had touched” (I Samuel 10:26). 

Every great religious movement starts with a 
man on fire. Strange how seldom we realize this 
truth, and really count on it! 


“Ye [not methods] shall receive power after that 
the Holy Ghost [not better connections) has come 
upon you [not better committees]: and ye [not 
elaborate organizations) shall be witnesses [not 
glittering meetings) unto me [a pre-eminent Sav- 
iour, not a prominent speaker) . . . unto the utter- 
most part of the world [a need made up of people 
who can only be reached by other people).” 


—DR. ROBERT A. COOK 
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There is a vital 


source of 
strength available for him who 


obeys Hebrews 10:25 


By ARTHUR C. HILL 


Bis WHO KNEW them can never forget the flaming 
ministry of the three great Englishmen who under 
God founded the IVCF in Canada—Howard Guin- 
ness, Kenneth Hooker, and Noel Palmer, each one 
taller than his predecessor and all of them spiritual 
giants! They swept like a fresh wind from God across 
our campuses and brought us face to face with the 
living Christ, who would be Lord of our lives as well 
as Saviour of our souls. 

This challenge to an all-out commitment to Christ 
shocked many of us orthodox Christian students out 
of our self-satisfied lethargy, to begin a life of prayer 
and active witnessing. We found a living fellow- 
ship with many other believing students and together 
prayed and studied and proclaimed Christ as we had 
never done before. We were astonished to discover 
a closer bond of union with a fellow Christian stu- 
dent of an entirely different church background from 
ours. It was soon impressed upon us that the essen- 
tial things in the Christian life were a full surrender 
to Christ as Saviour and Lord, and a life of witness 


to others of His redeeming love. In fact, we felt 


that our own churches were stodgy affairs compared 
with this bright Christian fellowship that was grow- 
ing up in our colleges. Many of the matters which 
deeply concerned our churches—the ordinances, 
church order, and what not—seemed to have little 
bearing on vital Christian living. To a large degree 
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and/or THE CHURCH 


we exchanged our loyalty to our church for a loyalty 
to the Fellowship group and a sense of belonging to 
this wider communion that crossed all sectarian bar- 
riers. The IVCF not only became the center of a 
greater part of our Christian activities, it was made 
to supply increasingly almost all of our spiritual 
needs. 

Such a state of affairs still seems to be common 
in the Fellowship and tends to produce two results, 
both regrettable. On the one hand, the churches are 
deprived of the services of some of their most intelli- 
gent and best trained members; and on the other 
hand, some of these Christian students lose their sense 
of church responsibility and become “ecclesiastical 
floaters.” 

Many of us have had to relearn in a hard way cer- 
tain fundamental church truths. Important among 
these is the Lord’s purpose that all His people should 
grow up to maturity and be cared for in the fellow- 
ship of one another. Christian associations like the 
Fellowship are highly selected groups where it is 
impossible to live a normal Christian life. Consider 
for an instant the selective forces that are at work in 
bringing an IVCF group together: selection as to age, 
intelligence, training and ability, opportunity to 
learn, and to some extent, financial and social stand- 
ing. Small wonder that the IVCF’ers find their groups 
congenial! But here we miss many of the vitally 
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formative elements which are contained in the aver- 
age church and which are needed for a fully rounded 
Christian development. Every member is needed for 
the full functioning of the Body of Christ or any !ocal 
expression of it. 

In the very nature of things such matters as church 
discipline and order and the ordinances are not a 
part of the activities of the IVCF. But they are 
most important for the spiritual life and growth of 
the church on earth and cannot for long be ignored 
by the individual Christian without serious spiritual 
loss. Perhaps more than most, the Christian with 
the specialized education needs the discipline of fel- 
lowship in a church composed of all classes and con- 
ditions of believers. 

But are we not—we who are Christians attending 
university—missionaries in a very real sense to our 
fellow-students? Is it not true that only we can reach 
college people with the gospel, and even we have only 
four years or so in our lives when we can do this? 
This is, of course, true, and it is the principal raison 
d’etre for the Fellowship. Christian students attend- 
ing university have all the Christian responsibility 
they can carry if they become effective witnesses on 
the campus. But, while in college, they should not 
lose touch with their own churches. 

In many cases, all he will need to do to secure 
prayerful co-operation during his college days will 
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be to tell his church friends of his particular position 
as a “campus missionary.” There will then be a deep- 
ening of fellowship and community of interest be- 
tween the Christian in university and his church, 
rather than the puzzled estrangement which we too 
often see. It will likely be possible, also, for most 
students to maintain some vital link with their church 
during university days by taking some part in one of 
the church’s activities, such as the Young People’s 
Society, or the Sunday school. The sacrifice in time 
and energy which is involved is amply repaid by the 
unbroken relationship which is thus maintained. 


Then there is the matter of the IVCF alumnus and 
his church. The attention which as been paid to this 
relationship in His recently indicates its importance. 


The IVCF grad who has been converted during 
his student days or one who has lost touch with his 
home church while at college, often finds himself out 
of sympathy with his church when he returns to it 
on graduation. It may be that he finds his church is 
narrow in its fellowship or limited in its vision. He 
may discover that his pastor is a modernist, or the 
church full of compromise and worldliness, and so 
out of sympathy with his evangelical faith; or if his 
church is evangelical, he may discover that there is 
a lightness or sensationalism in presenting the gospel 
that is distasteful to him. In all cases he will no 
doubt miss the sympathetic fellowship of the more 
or less homogeneous IVCF group he has left behind 
him and will be strongly tempted to search out sim- 
ilar fellowship in other rather highly selected Chris- 
tian organizations. These other Christian organiza- 
tions are good, and doubtless each one is doing some- 
thing for the Lord which the church, as such, cannot 
do. But the IVCF grad, as well as every other be- 
liever, must keep before him the principle that the 
Lord’s ideal sphere for His people’s care and fellow- 
ship is His church. 


Perhaps those things in his church fellowship with 
which he cannot go along can be a challenge to the 
Christian graduate. Perhaps he himself has some- 
thing to learn about presenting the gospel and other 


scripture truths to a mixed company of people. Per- 
haps the Lord may use him to correct some of these 
things that he feels are wrong. On the other hand, 
today there is the very real problem of compromise, 
even apostacy, in a local church to such a degree 
that the young Christian may feel that he cannot 
remain true to the Lord and to the Scriptures and 
continue in such a church association. The answer 
to this difficulty is not to become a “church tramp” 
but in obedience to the command of Hebrews 10:25 
to pray and seek out such a local church fellowship 
which will enable him, in company with other Bible- 
believing Christians, to grow up into Christ as he 
worships God in spirit and in truth. 


In any case, the Christian graduate should estab- 
lish himself in that church fellowship to which the 
Lord Himself will lead him. No one can tell another 
what particular fellowship that should be; but we 
may be assured that God can. In this communion he 
will find not only an outlet for service but a church 
home for himself and his family. The importance of 
having a truly spiritual home for his family will be- 
come more and more evident as time goes on. 


The IVCF grad should make sure to attend a Bible 
study group regularly for the furtherance of his 
own spiritual growth. He may find this in his own 
church, or he may have to seek for it elsewhere. It 
is most essential, in any case, that he find it. He 
should maintain the breadth of vision that he ac- 
quired while in school, and to this end the Gideons, 
the Christian Business Men’s Committee, and other 
business and professional groups will be found to be 
most stimulating. He will find it harder, not easier 
as he expected, to keep up his private time of prayer 
and Bible study, and establish family worship in his 
home; but all Christian warriors agree that in this 
private devotional life lies the spring of all spiritual 
power. 


There is opportunity in every direction for the 
Christian to use all his special training and ability 
which the Lord has given him. The IVCF grad will 
find in his business or professional life that the 
methods of Christian work he learned during his 
student days are of universal application. 


May graduation be for each Christian an expan- 
sion of opportunity to serve his Lord and Saviour, to 
the forwarding of the Kingdom of God and toward 
the completion of His Church. END 
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Here is the story of 
the beginnings 


of an unique type of witness among 


servicemen and students 


Ls IN THE ARMY now—and soldiers and sailors are 
supposed to be rivals. But I shall always thank God 
for a group of sailors He used when I was in college. 
The way God worked in the lives of these sailors in 
the Navy’s V-12 training program during World 
War II is an encouragement and example to both 
students and servicemen today. 

The story goes back to a winter night in January, 
1943, when two Navy students at Franklin and Mar- 
shall College (Lancaster, Pennsylvania) accepted an 
invitation to a Saturday night evangelistic service at 
a city church. The two sailors that evening trusted 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 

This pair began to witness for the Lord on campus, 
and they asked God to lead them to someone with 
whom they might have fellowship. Soon another Navy 
student saw a religious picture in the room of one 
of them and introduced himself as a Christian, and 
a prayer fellowship began. 





TO BE LIKE JESUS 
We become assimilated to that to which we vol- 


untarily hold communion. 
A. W. TOZER 


In a few months another Navy student was saved. 
Others were reached for the Lord, and soon a group 
of eight sailors was meeting for Bible study and 
prayer. 

These men became known as “The Christian Sail- 
ors” group of Franklin and Marshall College. They 
were invited to speak at various local churches and 
meetings, to tell of God’s working in their lives. 


In July, 1944, several of the group were leaving 
the college for Midshipmen’s School and other service 
assignments. Wanting to keep in touch with one an- 
other, they decided to write a letter each month and 
have them compiled, sent to each man and to a 
mailing list of his friends. A Christian lady of Lan- 
caster, who saw the need of encouraging the group, 
agreed to do the compiling and mailing. 

This was the beginning of The Christian Sailors’ 
Log. Each month as the letters came in to Lancaster 
they told of God’s goodness in many places—in 
combat and in training—and of opportunities to 
witness for Jesus Christ. 

Now the circulation of the Log has grown from 
a small group of friends to more than 500 persons 
around the world. 

For the remainder of World War II, some went 
elsewhere for training. Others stayed in the V-12 
unit. Of the original two, one was an ensign on a 
minesweeper in Subic Bay during the Philippine 
Islands campaign. Those who left the V-12 group 
took every opportunity to get back to Lancaster for 
occasional evenings of fellowship and prayer to- 
gether. 

By supporting one another in prayer and by 
sharing through the Log God’s leading and working, 
the men and their families and friends built a real 
unity. The fellowship helped stabilize the fellows in 
the service and after the war as many of them re- 
turned to college and other training. 


SAY, GRADS— 

Have you made sure that His will follow you 
into your new endeavors next fall? Keep the 
magazine coming to you by sending us your new 
address. 


Three of them came back to Franklin and Marshall. 
They continued their prayer, Bible study, and per- 
sonal witnessing. The Campus Christian Fellowship 
was organized in 1946, a constitution was drawn up, 
and the group was approved by college authorities. 
It was submitted to Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship and, in 1947, the group became a chapter of 
IVCF. 

During my first year in college, I met one of the 
fellows who had been saved in 1943. As I came 
to know others who had been in the sailors’ group, 
I recognized an earnestness and depth of Christian 
experience that I did not have. I saw them studying 
God’s Word, praying for one another and for un- 
saved friends, and witnessing to students and faculty. 
These were things I had never thought of doing. But 
soon, through their encouragement and friendliness, 
I was with them and God gave me a desire to know 
Him as they did. My experience was that of others 
touched by these ex-sailors. 

By 1948 all of the ex-sailors were gone from the 
campus. The Inter-Varsity group continued through 
us who had been helped by the sailors, and IVCF 
staff members came to advise and help the group in 
the post-war years. 


The men of the original group have spread into 
various fields of service. Four of them are preparing 
for the foreign mission field. Three are pastors. One 
is in child evangelism work. 

Successors to the sailors’ group at Franklin and 
Marshall have gone on in a similar way. Some are in 
seminary, some in medical school, and others in 
other kinds of training and Christian work. 

The monthly letters of The Christian Sailors’ Log 
continue to reflect God’s leading. And these letters 
have had an impact upon the lives of many readers, 
as the reality of God and the effects of a vital union 
with Jesus Christ are manifested. 

Thus, what started from a small beginning has 
seen God’s blessing through the years. The men rep- 
resent a cross-section of Christian young people. 
Some have gone on with God more earnestly than 
others. But one thing that has always characterized 
the group has been the love and concern shown 
toward each other. 


The group has never been large, but one by one 
God has had His hand upon many lives as a result 
of committal to His will, vision, sacrifice, prayer, 
witness, Bible study, and faithfulness of life and 
character. END 
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Dr. KENNETH KanTzeER, Professor of Systematic 
Theology and Philosophy of Wheaton College deals 
with a controversial subject in this article. He pre- 
sents a social interpretation of the Biblical teaching 
concerning God’s program for the earth and its na- 
tions in a coming day. It should be borne in mind 
that the scope of this article does not embrace the 
final judgment nor the new heaven and earth.—ep. 


i ALL-CONSUMING problem of our time is: how 
can men and nations live together on our sphere? 
Almost every person has his pet theory, but even 
Christians often do not know that in the book of 
Romans the Bible sets forth a unique philosophy 
dealing with this very problem. This Biblical philos- 
ophy of society does not fit clearly and neatly into 
any of the categories by which professional philos- 
ophers classify such theories. Rather, the Bible em- 
braces within its teaching the elements of truth found 
in each of these alternative theories and preserves 
a delicate balance between the extremes toward which 
most present day social philosophers drift when they 
ignore the truth of God’s revelation. 
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By KENNETH KANTZER 


The social philosophy outlined in the Bible is 
certainly far removed from the contemporary cult of 
pessimism. Joseph Wood Krutch is typical of these 
pessimistic philosophers. Love, he argues, is the 
keynote of any worthwhile ethical system. But, he 
continues, an honest analysis of what man is, and 
of what human love really is, annihilates all love. 
The romantic aura hovering over two lovers sharing 
a moonlit park bench would fade rapidly if the 
lovers were to recognize themselves as mere conti- 
guous lumps of clay quietly sweating palm to palm.' 

In similar mood, Bertrand Russell feels that all 
hope for the future is blighted by the stern doom 
toward which nature is inexorably headed. No matter 
how brightly the genius of man may shine for the 
moment, the future holds for man only an eternal 
darkness. Russell depicts the gradual but inevitable 
end of the solar system. The sun, our source of heat 





REMEMBER .. . 

With the publication of the June issue, HIS 
marks the end of another volume and takes its 
annual summer recess. Pray that the Lord may 
guide the editors who will be planning for the 
fall issues and the coming year of publication. 
Pray that each issue may sincerely glorify the 
Lord Jesus.—ep. 


and energy, is slowly but surely expending itself. The 
earth, being dependent upon the sun, likewise must 
become cooler and cooler. Men in desperation will 
eventually cluster closer and closer around the equa- 
tor. One dark winter night the sun will go down for 
the last time, never to rise again upon human life. 
Earth will roll on and on—a vast frozen cemetery. 
All “man’s achievement . . . his hopes and fears, his 
loves and fire . . . must inevitably be buried beneath 
the debris of a universe in ruins.*. . .”” 

Apart from the ultimate dissolution of the solar 
system, the world of 1952 affords considerable sup- 
port for a pessimistic view of the future of society. 
The most optimistic men, if they read their daily 
newspapers, are driven to a sober realism as they 
contemplate the decline in personal and public mor- 
ality, and the fading’ of hopes for peace within the 
family of nations, 


The Biblical social philosophy is also sober real- 


ism. “But God! God makes the difference,” declares 
the Christian. Out of impending disaster God can 
rescue the “whole creation” which now “groaneth and 
travaileth in pain,” so that we can “hope for that we 
see not” (Romans 8:23-25). The Biblical social phil- 
osophy cannot, therefore, be pessimistic for it en- 
visages on this earth a goal of a universal society 
of righteousness and peace. 

At the opposite pole from this “philosophy of 
despair” lies the blithe optimism of the modernistic 
social philosphy. The aim of the modernistic social 
philosophy, or the “social gospel” as it is commonly 
called, is a complete transformation of the social 
organization. The individual man does not need to 
be changed, for in his essential nature he is already 
good. “Not the new man, but the new society must 
be the goal of an adequate social philosophy,” argues 
Rauschenbusch.* The chief obstacle to the realization 
of this Utopia, according to proponents of the social 
gospel, “is the inequitable distribution of wealth and 
property, with its attendant poverty and exploita- 
tion.”* With this diagnosis of the ills of society, the 
optimists prescribe a rather simple panacea in order 
to achieve the perfect society. Abandon capitalism, 
adopt socialism, rule out war; and, cry the prophets 


of the social gospel, the Kingdom of God will be at 
hand. 

The extreme optimism of these thinkers stems in 
part from their firm conviction that the very laws 
of nature are inevitably impelling the social struc- 
ture toward the goal for which they work. Their 
hope becomes a real faith that some day the perfect 
society will be realized, because they trust God, as 
the loving Father of all mankind, to achieve complete 
victory over evil in a world peopled by His own dear 
children. 

The Scriptures stand diametrically opposed to this 
shallow optimism of the social gospel. The root 
trouble with society is not economic maladjustment, 
serious though that may be. Man is not naturally 
good. Nature alone cannot be interpreted as automat- 
ically working toward a perfect society. God is not 
a loving Father of all men. The diagnosis is wrong; 
and, therefore, the prescription is bound to be wrong. 
Everyone desires economic justice, but economic 
justice alone will not produce a good society or good 
men in that society unless we make our evaluation 
solely on a materialistic basis. If man is ever to 
attain a truly good social order, he must discover a 
far broader remedy than mere economic justice. 

Even if materialistic adjustments could produce a 
good social order, the evidence is incontestably clear 
that a bad man placed in a good environment is not 
thereby automatically changed into a good man. It 
is true that a poor environment is the cause of much 
evil; but it is also true that the bad man frequently 
corrupts a good environment. As the book of Romans 
points out, our environment got its bad start from an 
individual who turned to the bad and carried others 
along with him (Romans 5:12). One rotten apple, so 
the proverb goes, corrupts the whole barrel; the 
barrel of_ good apples does not make the one rotten 
apple sound. Likewise a mere reconstruction of the 
external social order is not a sufficient remedy for 
the deeply rooted evil festering in the hearts of men 
who would compose such a society. 

The Bible is further opposed to any optimistic 
solution of the social gospel, because the goal of 
a perfect society will never be achieved by any 
direct, mechanical, unbroken progress in the efforts 
of men, but rather can be achieved only by Christ 
at His second coming. 

Just as the Biblical philosophy of society is neither 
pessimistic nor optimistic, so likewise it differs from 
the “organism” theory of Oswald Spengler. Every 
culture of civilization, Spengler argues, is like a 
person. Individual human beings are mere atoms of 
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which these larger persons or societies are composed. 
The society as a whole is the supremely important 
thing.® 

The Scriptures are in opposition to this one-sided- 
ness of Spengler’s organismic social philosophy for 
the Bible stresses the worth of the individual human 
soul. Before God every man stands or falls on the 
basis of the condition of his own soul (Romans 2:6- 
10). I am a sinner. Christ died for me. I must be- 
lieve. I must yield myself to God. The spirit of God 
witnesses to me. All things work together for good 
for me. I must obey. I shall be resurrected. 

The Scriptures, therefore, teach unequivocally that 
the individual is not lost in society as a whole; but 
neither do they present an unqualified individualism. 
As a reaction to the modernistic emphasis upon 
an external social reconstruction as over against 
individual salvation from sin, many evangelical 
Christians, it is true, have frequently reverted to an 
uncompromising individualism.® Society, they argue. 
is committed irrevocably into the hands of Satan. 
Individual souls must be snatched as “brands from 
the burning,” and human society as a whole must be 
delivered over to destruction in a final conflagration. 
This completely individualistic position arises out 
of a genuine, heart-felt desire to put first things 
first. It claims a solid Scriptural foundation; for, 
certainly, the Bible declares that evil men will wax 
worse, that sin will again assume the proportions it 
reached in the days of Noah, and that the whole 
world lies in the lap of the evil one. The only hope 
of man, it is concluded, lies in personal and individ- 
ual deliverance from a world that is headed straight 
for destruction. 


Although ‘the Scriptures repeatedly stress the tre- 
mendous importance of the individual, they never 
suggest that in the sight of God society as a whole 
has no significance. “Hath God cast away His 
people?” Paul asks. “God forbid!” Israel as a nation 
will one day be saved. God deals with nations. God 
has a purpose for Israel as a national group. He has 
a plan for the Gentile society as a whole. Individual 
men are saved, not to enjoy their advantage at the 
expense of the groups, but are saved to serve and 
to work for the Kingdom of Christ (Romans 12:1; 
II Corinthians 5:15). Our Lord’s work for this earth 
will not be completed until He has redeemed the 
whole of it, and transformed it into a second garden 
of Eden, inhabited by a people organized in a perfect 
society (Romans 8:18ff.). 


The Bible, hence, rejects the organismic view of 
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FEELING... 

To feel religious without a conscious alignment 
of one’s will with God’s will is no more to be 
religious than feeling generous without giving is 
to be generous. —0O. S. WALTERS 


society and likewise rejects an extreme unqualified 
individualism, although it recognizes an important 
element of truth in each of these types of social 
philosophy. 

In similar fashion the Bible is opposed to the 
deterministic social philosophy of Karl Marx, and to 
its opposite, the voluntary, absolutely-free, theory of 
Friedrich Nietzsche. According to Marx, if we were 
capable of knowing all the physical factors involved 
and of calculating their interactions with each other, 
we could predict every future event.’ It is true that 
everything works out according to the eternal plan 
of God. Even wicked Pharaoh, in some mysterious 
way, was raised up in history by the decree of an 
omnipotent God. Human beings, nonetheless, are not 
mechanical puppets. The evil which God chooses to 
use, He permitted, “endured, with much longsuffer- 
ing” (Romans 9:22). “Choose ye,” “What will ye?” 
“He that willeth to do may know” are consistently 
Biblical in their appeal to a human will. 

Man is not, however, as Nietzsche maintained, 
free to shape his own destiny.* Man is bound by his 
own sinful nature. He must humbly recognize that he 
is not a superman, free to transform himself by an 
act of sheer will. A leopard cannot by an act of will 
change his spots; and so, “It is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy” (Romans 9:16). Man must will, but 
only God can enable him to will rightly. 

The Bible, therefore, steers a mid course between 
the Scylla and Charybdis on which most social the- 
orizers founder. In no sense, however, is the Bible 
merely negative, for in the book of Romans Paul 
presents the broad outlines of the divine “program 
of the ages.” 

The Apostle Paul first develops a Christian philos- 
ophy of the individual man. God created Adam 
perfect. Adam willfully and knowingly fell into sin, 
and drew into sin along with himself the whole race 
of men. Man has now perverted his soul to such an 
extent that he can scarcely even detect what is good. 
He is wholly unable in his own moral strength to 
perform even that good which he does see. Man, in 
short, is a sinner in thought and deed. Because of 
his sin, he excludes himself from the good fellow- 

(Continued on page 36, column 1) 
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letters from our readers 


CHURCH MUSIC—PROFANITY? 


The article “Profanity in God’s Temple” is ex- 
cellent, and one that I wish every Christian song 
leader could read. Upon graduating from college 
two years ago (a music major) I would have agreed 
whole-heartedly with every word. 

However, after nearly two years “on the field” 
teaching public school music to young people aged 
ten to sixteen from various racial and economic 
backgrounds, my thinking along this line has 
changed. 

Music is a language—a language in which famili- 
arity is necessary before complete self-expression or 
enjoyment can take place. The favorite music of 
[some of my] pupils is jazz. [Others] enjoy cowboy 
songs or “hillbilly” music. [Still others] enjoy class- 
ical music. 

But can worshipful, reverent Christian music be 
written in the language of these people? I believe 
that it can. For example, the negro spiritual (one 
of the most beautiful and expressive types of Chris- 
tian music) is characterized by syncopation, “blue” 
notes, slides—all elements which jazz has taken and 
used... 

The great hymn melodies of Luther were taken 
from the popular tunes of the day! (Willi Apel, 
Harvard Dictionary of Music “Chorale”) .. . 

By all means Christian music must be reverent and 
worshipful, but let it be music in the language of 
those who are worshiping. 


STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA Jean M. Welch 


| CORINTHIANS 7 

May I protest the dangerous method used in 
“Since You Asked” (April) of explaining I Cor- 
inthians 7? While the historical context of Scrip- 
ture is important, to apply this as has been done in 
part in your column is to subvert Scripture. 

To suggest that I Corinthians 7:31, 32 is not of 
universal application and that it does not apply 


equally to all men may be true; but to suggest that 
it is particular as applying to the church at Corinth 
rather than to the Body of Christ as a whole is false. 
These verses are of general relevancy and application 
to all Christians today. The married Christian worker 
with a family realizes the conflict of love and loyalty, 
the earthly burden and responsibility which is part 
of family life, which, though a joy, is none the less 
real. The single Christian worker seldom knows 
anything of this. 


It is this unintentional but dangerous lessening of 
the weight of God’s Word by suggesting an histor- 
ical context and a particular application, which 
waters down the relevancy and application of Scrip- 
ture today that I find irreconcilable with a complete 
belief in an omniscient God and in an inerrant and 
authoritative Word. 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA Rudy M. Simons 


WEDNESDAY OR FRIDAY? 


Is not the April article by Roscoe G. Sappenfield 
“Christ Died on Wednesday” a little out of place in 
regard to scholarship and propriety? Granted, a 
case can be made for Wednesday but a much better 
case can be made for Friday without much effort. 


Certainly the weight of authority in scholarship 
would be with the late Dr. Alfred Edersheim of Ox- 
ford. In The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah 
he says that the day of preparation was our Friday. 
Moreover the various gospel accounts would seem 
to indicate that the women did not anoint the body 
of Christ because the Sabbath drew nigh and went 
to the tomb for that express purpose on the first day 
of the week... . 


A quick look at Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 
gives nine references to statements containing “three 
days and three nights” or “three days,” and four- 
teen to statements containing the “third day.” 


MT. PLEASANT. MICHIGAN James McTaggart 


CHRIST A CARPENTER? 


I was rather surprised to see . . . that you still say 
Christ was a carpenter by trade. There is not a line 
in the Bible that says that Jesus was a carpenter. 
The Bible does say that some said he was the son 
of a carpenter. If you have located a verse that says 
He was a carpenter would you please let me know 
where it is? So many have that idea, but isn’t it 
just another error—as “good Friday” is? 

MONT CLAIR, NEW JERSEY Helen Diver 


Try Mark 6:3.—ep. 
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through the Bible in five years . a daily devotional guide for your Quiet Time 


SUNDAY, JUNE 1 


PSALM 105:23-45 (1) Ps. 105 is a record of 
God's acts, Glance through Ps. 106, a rec- 
ord of Israel’s acts. What is the difference? 
Whose acts predominate in my life, mine 
or those of Christ in me? Read Gal. 2:20. 
(2) Find at least three contrasts here be- 
tween God’s miracles against Egypt and 
those on behalf of Israel, e.g. daytime dark- 
ness in Egypt but nighttime light for Israel. 
What are the spiritual equivalents? (3) 
What was the Lord’s purpose in redeeming 
Israel out of Egypt and giving them a spe- 
cial land of their own to dwell in? Really 
consider v. 45, and compare the purpose of 
our redemption from the slavery to sin 


(Rom. 8:2-4). 


MONDAY, JUNE 2 

GALATIANS 1:1-17 (1) How did Paul gain 
a knowledge of the gospel (v. 12), and in 
what school did he perfect that knowledge 
(vv. 16, 17)? Cf. wv. 16-18 with Acts 9:22- 
26, and note that Paul spent up to three 
years in the desert. Why was it so impor- 
tant to make clear the source of his knowl- 
edge to his readers? (2) Note each phrase 
here which shows that the initiative of our 
salvation lies with God. How is this par- 
ticularly expressed in the case of Paul? 
(3) Does v. 16 express God’s purpose for 
every one whom He rescues from “this 
present evil world”? Cf. Rom. 8:29. Have 
T ever thought about this as God’s desire 
for my life—to reveal His Son in me? 
‘Underline in John 17:23, “J in them... 
that the world may know.” 


TUESDAY, JUNE 3 

GALATIANS 1:18-2:10 (1) The thorny prob- 
lem of the early church was this: To be a 
Christian must one first become a Jew 
through circumcision? Read account of 
apostles’ debate and decision on this matter 
(Acts 15:1-35). (2) What was Paul’s posi- 
tion? What result would stem from the 
opposite view (v. 4)? (3) What realization 
led to the spirit of fellowship between men 
who had been called to different spheres 
of service? Have I that keen spiritual per- 
ception that leads God’s chilJren into har- 
monious co-operation ? 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4 
GALATIANS 2:11-21 (1) Peter (Cephas) had 
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acknowledged the ceremonial law was no 
longer valid; but now his separatism in 
Antioch would indicate he was still bound 
by the law. (2) On what basis is any man 
justified before God (v. 16)? Do I ever 
indulge the thought that God saved me be- 
cause I tried to do my best (“works”) ? 
That theory would nullify the grace of God 
(v. 21). (3) To be “crucified with Christ” 
means I accept the fact that He died in my 
place. What is the wonderful sequel to my 
identification with His death (v. 20)? Cf. 
Rom. 6:4, 5. But am I allowing Him to 
live now in place of me in this body of 
mine? 


THURSDAY, JUNE 5 

GALATIANS 3:1-14 (1) What is the main 
purpose of this passage? What is the con- 
trast emphasized by almost every verse? 
“He” of v. 5 is God and “by” means “in 
consequence of.” (2) Observe 5 points of 
argument: a. means of salvation was faith; 
b. means of supernatural life is faith; c. 
father of Jewish race was accepted before 
God by faith; d. law imposes a curse but 
faith produces life; e. Christ bore the curse 
Himself that our acceptance with God 
might depend not on a perfect observance 
of His law but on faith in Christ. (3 
How would I answer a friend who relies 
on his own works to save him? Note the 
emphasis in v. 10 on “continueth” and 
“all.” Has anyone ever kept all God’s law 
all the time? 


FRIDAY, JUNE 6 


GALATIANS 3:15-29 (1) Be sure to grasp 
God’s purpose in the law. “Because of” 
(v. 19) implies “to make men feel the 
guilt of their transgressions.” (2) The 
schoolmaster (paidagogos, lit. child-leader) 
was not a teacher but a slave attendant 
whose duty it was to lead the child to 
school. “Children” in v. 26 is literally 
“sons,” those come of age, no longer under 
the control of the paidagogos. How does 
this illustration serve to explain the place 
of the law? (3) What means did God pro- 
vide for men to come of age spiritually? 
One sign of spiritual maturity is the prac- 
tical recognition of the truth of v. 28. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 7 

GALATIANS 4:1-20 (1) Contrast the position 
of a child with that of a full-grown son. 
Paul points out that if we as believers in 
Christ should now subject ourselves to the 


law, it would be a return to the restrictions 
of childhood in comparison with the posi- 
tion of sonship which Christ has already 
secured for us. (2) How do I know that 
the Lord does not expect me to keep the 
ceremonial laws of the Old Testament? 
Note 5:1. (3) Those referred to in v. 17 
were the Judaizers, who tried to insist that 
“the benefits of the gospel could be appro- 
priated only by meeting the requirements 
of Judaism.” How earnestly did Paul strug- 
gle to win these Galatians back to the 
freedom in Christ? How much does it 
matter to me if fellow-Christians are ce- 
ceived by false teaching? 


SUNDAY, JUNE 8 


GALATIANS 4:21-5:12 (1) The two cove- 
nants (v. 24) are those of law given at 
Mt. Sinai (Ex. 20) and of grace, the new 
testament of Matt. 26:28. The children of 
these covenants, the Jewish race on the one 
hand and all believers on the other, cor- 
respond to the natural and the supernatural 
seed of Abraham: Ishmael and Isaac. What 
characterizes the natural seed, Jerusalem 
which now is? What should characterize 
me if I belong to the heavenly Jerusalem? 
(2) In the light of the Scriptural allegory 
(v. 29), what action does Paul urge upon 
the Galatian believers who were being har- 
ried by Jewish ritualists? (3) Why has 
Christ’s death upon the Cross no value for 
me if I count on my own good life to save 
me (v. 4)? Note v. 3. Then I am obli- 
gated to obey perfectly God’s entire moral 
law. How do those, who think they can, 
look upon the preaching of the Cross 
(v. 11)? Cf. I Cor. 1:18. 


MONDAY, JUNE 9 


GALATIANS 5:13-26 (1) How does Paul 
show that freedom from the law does not 
involve a manner of life inimical to its 
teachings? V. 23b may be paraphrased, 
“It was not to curb such qualities as these 
that the Law was instituted.” (2) What is 
the only way of gaining ascendancy over 
one’s lower nature? Is repression too dras- 
tic or not severe enough ‘v. 24)? (3) 
Contrast “the works of the flesh” and “the 
fruit of the Spirit” as to their authorship 
and nature. Am I in conformity with my 
own human nature working to achieve the 
virtues of vv. 22, 23 myself, or am I trust- 
ing the only author of righteousness, the 
Holy Spirit Himself, to produce these fruits 
in the soil of my heart? 





TUESDAY, JUNE 10 

GALATIANS 6 (1) Discover in vv. 1-10 prac- 
tical examples of the love emphasized in 
5:13, 14. How often do I replace the com- 
mand of v. 1 with gossip in the spirit of 
self-righteousness? (2) What is the solemn 
alternative to walking in the Spirit, and its 
final outcome? Can I be a true child of 
God and continue to live under the domina- 
tion of “the flesh”? See 5:24 and Rom. 
8:8, 9, 13, 14. (3) What one factor con- 
stitutes a true member of God's spiritual 
Israel (v. 16)? With v. 15 cf. II Cor. 5:17. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11 


games 1:1-18 (1) “Various trials” more 
adequately translates “divers temptations” 
(v. 2) which include outward trials of cir- 
cumstances and inner temptations of the 
heart. What two things do I need more 
than anything else at such times to see 
things in the right perspective and to en- 
dure (vv. 4, 5)? Do trials embitter me 
(v. 2)? (2) Note the tests of prosperity 
and adversity (vv. 9, 10). Which is the 
more subtle? What attitude of heart 
(v. 12b) will enable me to overcome the 
love of money even to a cheerful accept- 
ance of the loss perhaps of earthly wealth? 
(3) Yielding to the evil desires (lust) that 
appeal to the natural heart results in sin. 
Hence God is not the author of temptation. 
But rather He is the source of all goodness 
and perfection. His holy desiring has led 
to our spiritual birth. Cf. John 1:12, 13. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 12 


James 1:19-27 (1) Remember v. 19 next 
time you become involved in a discussion. 
‘2) To what is God’s Word likened in v. 
21? Cf. Luke 8:11. What is it producing 
in me? In v. 25 it is likened to a mirror 
where I may see myself as God sees me. 
There too may be seen the image of the 
perfect Man. Read II Cor. 3:18 for the 
result of looking continually into this mir- 
ror. (3) What are the three ways (vv. 26, 
27) in which true religion will express 
itself? State the three principles for which 
James’ words serve as an illustration. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 13 


James 2:1-13 (1) What is the appropriate- 
ness of the first two words to the theme of 


EVERY MORNING ... 


Be sure to read the assigned passage 
carefully before attempting to answer 
the questions. 


After you have finished answering 
each day’s specific questions, review 
by answering these important queries: 


this section? (2) What is the paramount 
requirement for anyone to enjoy the ful- 
fillment of God’s promises? Cf. v. 5b with 
1:12b. (3) How does James show (vv. 
5-7) that outward appearances do not tell 
the whole story? How does God view par- 
tiality? What law does it break? (4) 
God’s law is a whole and any infringement 
however minor we may think it (such as 
a lack of love toward some) is a breaking 
of that law. But v. 12 calls us to act and 
speak in love, not out of a sense of duty, 
but out of a knowledge of the freedom 
Christ has procured for us from our nat- 
ural tendency to sin—the law of liberty. 
Cf. Rom. 6:14, 18, 22, noting the words, 
“free from sin.” 


SATURDAY, JUNE 14 


JAMES 2:14-26 (1) Does the argument here 
contradict Gal. 2:16? Or is James rather 
showing that “faith” which is mere as- 
sent to a creed is not worthy of the 
name? So the love which is limited to 
words and not backed up by action (vv. 
14-16) is of no value. (2) What is the 
only way I can demonstrate my faith to 
others? Read our Lord’s words in Mt. 
7:16-20. (3) What fact proves that in- 
tellectual belief only is not saving faith 
(v. 19)? (4) What was the invariable 
result of their faith on the part of all 
the heroes of faith like Abraham, the 
father of the chosen race, or even like 
Rahab the outsider? Memorize the fitting 
simile that climaxes James’ argument. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 15 


yames 3 (1) Note R.V. renderings: v. 1, 
“Be not many (of you) teachers”; v. 2, 
“In many things we all stumble”; v. 5, 
“how much wood a little fire kindleth”; 
v. 13, “Let him shew by his good life 
his works.” (2) How does each of the 
six similes in vv. 3-12 help stress the im- 
portance of being able to control one’s 
tongue? Why is this ability especially 
needed by those who have any leadership 
or prominence in Christian work (vy, 1)? 
(3) Spiritual wisdom is accompanied by 
humility, worldly wisdom by boastfulness 
(vv. 13, 14). What are the other contrasts 
between these two kinds of wisdom? Note 
v. 17, “first pure, then peaceable.” Are 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or 
to forsake? 


4. Is there a promise for me to 
claim; if so, what are its conditions? 
5. What does this passage teach me 


(by illustration or statement) about 
Jesus Christ, God, myself, His will for 


my life? 


1. Is there any example for me to 
seek to follow by God's help? 


2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 


6. Is there something in this pas- 
sage which should be my prayer for 
today? 


these words compatible with the attitude, 
“Peace-at-any-price’? What is the only 
way to produce true peace in my own life 
and among my associates (v. 18) ? 


MONDAY, JUNE 16 


James 4:1-12 (1) All strife and faction 
arise from selfishness (vv. 1-3), from the 
failure to love God with all the heart (v. 4) 
and one’s neighbor as oneself (vv. 11, 12). 
(2) What is spiritual adultery (v. 4)? 
Repeatedly God uses the figure of mar- 
riage to denote His relationship with His 
people. See Jer. 3:20. V. 5 continues this 
thought, “the Spirit which He made to 
dwell in us jealously yearns for the entire 
devotion of our hearts.” Cf. Ex. 20:3, 5. 
How then does my God deal with me if I 
have been disloyal to Him (vv. 6-10)? 
(3) If I indulge in fault-finding, what law 
am | repudiating? See 2:8. And whose 
function am I usurping? 


TUESDAY JUNE 17 


james 4:13-5:6 (1) Is all my planning for 
the future, for next month for instance, 
conditioned as James suggests? (2) What 
is the emphatic word in v. 17? Can it be 
that God expects more of me than of some? 
Why? Read Luke 12:47, 48. (3) Does 
James condemn the rich on account of their 
wealth? As to riches, let me always ask 
myself, “How are they secured? How are 
they used?” Were the rich of v. 1 guilty 
on these counts? If so, why? Is the Lord 
of Hosts (Sabaoth) indifferent to the social 
problems of our day? 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18 


JAMES 5:7-20 (1) James’ letter was ad- 
dressed to Christians suffering oppression, 
especially from employers. What attitude 
is urged upon them repeatedly, and why? 
With wv. 7, 8, 10, 11 cf. 1:4, 12. (2) Does 
my conduct under trying circumstances 
make others stop and take notice? Do I 
find relief in profanity or in prayer (vv. 
12, 13)? (3) Oil was often used as a 
medicine. So v. 14 may prescribe for sick- 
ness prayer and the use of simple reme- 
dies. Or oil may be a symbol of the Holy 
Spirit, the agent of healing. What is the 
special emphasis of this paragraph for all 
whom God calls to share in His work of 
healing men’s bodies and souls? 


THURSDAY, JUNE 19 


ExopuS 21 In c. 20 God gave the law in 
outline and principle. In 21 to 24 He gives 
it in detailed application. Notice every area 
of life covered by the laws in this chapter. 
What principles underlying these laws 
would you say were important to the God 
who gave them? Christ changed v. 24 
(Matt. 5:38-42) because He was giving His 
teaching to men whose hearts were changed 
in the New Covenant (Heb. 8:10). Because 
of this we forget that the holy and just 
character of our God never changes. 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 20 

eExopus 22 (1) What answer does this 
chapter provide to the common assumption 
that the infinite God is too great to take 
note of the details of man’s behavior? Read 
Ps. 113:6. (2) Contrast the punctilious care 
to be taken in regard to another’s property 
and the willingness to exact of another less 
‘than one might (26, 27). (3) Underlying 
all these ordinances, what was God’s great 
desire for His people? What is the com- 
pelling reason Scripture always offers for 
righteous conduct? 


SATURDAY, JUNE 21 

Exopus 23 (1) Put in your own words 
the different principles taught in 1-9. (2) 
What did the Lord do in this chapter to 
encourage Israel to complete fidelity to Him 
as their God? (3) Notice every promise 
He gave them to encourage them to obey 
Him. In the book of Hebrews God shows 
the superiority of Christ to the angel (v. 
20) and as the one who brings us into His 
promised rest. Why does God deal so 
harshly with the enemies? Are you taking 
drastic measures against sin in your life in 
order to inherit your spiritual possessions? 


SUNDAY, JUNE 22 

Exopus 24 This is the great Covenant 
chapter. Read God’s part of the Covenant 
in 19:1-6. What are the provisions of the 
covenant (19:3-6)? See Israelites’ part of 
the Covenant in 19:7-8. Because God is 
unapproachable in holiness and Israel a sin- 
ful people there must be blood shedding 
because “without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission of sins.” The purpose 
of the Covenant was to make Israel holy. 
Notice the glorious result in 10-11. 


MONDAY, JUNE 23 

Exopus 25 In cc. 25-31 Moses is in the 
mount receiving the >lan for the tabernacle. 
If you have time read all these chapters 
to get the general impression. In cc. 35-40 
is recorded the actual building of the tab- 
ernacle. How was the material from which 
the tabernacle was made to be procured? 
What was the purpose of the tabernacle 
(v. 8 and 22)? Observe the juxta-position 
of the mercy seat and the ark containing 
the testimony of God’s law, His mercy 
never divorced from His justice. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 24 

Exopus 26 Hebrews 8:5 makes clear that 
this meticulous prescription made by God 
for the tabernacle was a blueprint of 
Christ’s work. (1) Heb. 10:20 clearly iden- 
tifies the veil (v. 31) with Christ’s body. 
As Christ died on the cross, this veil was 
rent from top to bottom, indication that 
the way into the very presence of God was 
open to all. (2) The curtains also speak of 
Christ. It would seem “fine twined linen” 
refers to His perfection as a man (cf. Rev. 
19:8) ; “blue” to His heavenly origin; “pur- 
ple” to His kingly office; and “scarlet” to 
His sufferings and death. (3) The boards 
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of wood overlaid with gold are interpreted 
as speaking of the union in Him of the 
human and the divine. He took upon Him 
my human nature that I might be a par- 
taker of His divine nature (II Pet. 1:4). 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25 

Exopus 27 (1) Study a plan of the tab- 
ernacle. (2) Notice the location of the 
brazen altar. (Cf. 40:29). Of what necessity 
did this speak? Does God still accept man 
only on this basis? If so, what is my offer- 
ing? Read Heb. 10:4-14, (3) Compare the 
workmanship of the hargings for the gate 
of the court (v. 16), for the door of the 
tabernacle (26:26) and for the veil (26:3) 
separating the holy place from the inner 
sanctuary. What lesson is God thus re- 
peatedly emphasizing concerning man’s ap- 
proach to Himself? Cf. John 10:9 and 14:6. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 26 

Exopus 28 (1) What would it mean for an 
Israelite to know that his tribe’s name was 
engraved on two precious stones that shone 
on the shoulders and breast of the high 
priest as he went into the sanctuary? Read 
carefully vv. 12, 29, 30. What did the 
words on his turban (v. 38) signify for 
Israel? (2) Christ is our great high priest 
(Heb. 4:14). What is Christ’s unceasing 
ministry on my behalf? See Heb. 7:25. 
What does His perfect holiness assure for 
those whose names He bears? Cf. Eph. 1:6. 
(3). Consider the golden bells and the pom- 
egranates. Do they not indicate a life char- 
acterized equally by a voice testifying to 
divine truth as by the fruit that is evidence 
of its power? Does God see a pomegranate 
for every golden bell in my life? 


FRIDAY, JUNE 27 

Exopus 29 (1) In the consecration of 
priests note the three specific parts of the 
body (v. 20) where the blood of consecra- 
tion was put. What was the significance of 
this? Am I using these three members just 
for my own advantage or for God’s service? 
Read Rom. 12:1. (2) Compare v. 33 with 
Luke 22:19. Note the priests were to feed 
upon the very ram whose blood had been 
used for their consecration. The N.T. calls 
all believers priests (Rev. 1:5, 6). What is 
the spiritual counterpart of feeding upon 
the ram? Cf. John 6:52-57. (3) What was 
the only basis upon which God could dwell 
among the children of Israel? As every 
offering speaks of Christ, what is repre- 
sented by the continual burnt offering of 
morning and evening? 


SATURDAY, JUNE 28 

Exopus 30 (1) Only when the priests had 
been consecrated and anointed were they 
fit to offer incense on the golden altar. 
Read Rev. 8:3, 4. Incense speaks of that 
which makes our prayers acceptable to 
God, the Holy Spirit. See Jude 20 and 
Rom. 8:26. (2) What would failure to use 
the laver involve for a priest? What is our 
laver? See John 15:3 and Eph. 5:26. Wash- 


ing is indispensable to fellowship (John 
13:8). (3) The fragrance God desires is 
produced by the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
His children. No counterfeit of man’s will 
do. Consider Rom. 8:8, 9. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 29 

Exopus 31 (1) Whose is the activity 
stressed in relation to Bezaleel’s call? Note 
5 references to this in vv. 2-6. Cf. I Thess. 
5:24. If God calls me, can I plead inability 
as an excuse? (2) How did the tabernacle 
exemplify Rom. 11:36? (3) The Sabbath 
or seventh day was connected with the law 
and the tabernacle as a sign between God 
and Israel. But for us, the first day is a 
perpetual sign of the Resurrection, the con- 
firmation of the new covenant of grace. 
(4) Memorize v. 17. 


MONDAY, JUNE 30 

Exopus 32 In the light of the preceding 
story is it not easy to understand why God 
felt as He did about this awful sin? The 
calf was an image like the Black Bull of 
Egypt and was accompanied by licentious 
dances too shameful to describe (32:6, 19). 
What was God’s punishment? Notice how 
God gave them a chance to repent (32:26). 
Try to enter into Moses’ prayer of inter- 
cession for these people. In what way was 
this like Christ? What arguments did 
Moses use pleading for the people? 


JULY 


TUESDAY, JULY 1 

Exopus 33 Read carefully 32:34 and 33:1. 
God was here teaching the fundamental 
truth that He must separate Himself from 
a sinful people. Sin must go or God will 
go. The tabernacle of the congregation was 
probably Moses’ own tent which He took 
outside the camp. Did the Israelites recog- 
nize this? Ponder long over Moses and 
God (vv. 11-23). What was the great 
burden on Moses’ heart? Give everything 
that indicates God’s attitude toward Moses. 
Do you think He was pleased with Moses’ 
requests? Are you seeking such an intimate 
relationship with God? Notice how great 
are the rewards of such seeking. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 2 

Exopus 34 (1) In 1-3 in the gracious re- 
newal of the stone tablets notice how God 
holds Himself apart from the people. (2) 
What further revelation did Moses receive 
of the character of God in answer to His 
prayer in 33:18? And what was the result 
in Moses (34:28, 30)? Cf. II Cor. 3:7, 18. 
(3) Note God’s covenant with Israel pre- 
cluded any other covenant. Consider the 
Name of God. (4) What was the terrible 
thing (v. 10) that God undertook to do? 
Observe the co-operation He required (v. 
13). God has promised victory over sin 
(Rom. 6:14). Are you co-operating as in 
Rom. 6:12? 





The questions of THIS MORNING 
WITH cop are based on the Scripture 
passages followed by the Senior Notes 
of the Scripture Union series. North 
American office of the Scripture Union 
is 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 5, On- 
tario. A year’s subscription to the 
Senior Notes is 90¢, provides extra 
help on these same passages. 


THURSDAY, JULY 3 

ExopuS 35-36:1 (1) Read through this to 
see what was required of those who were 
to give offerings to the Lord. Underscore it 
every time it is repeated. (2) Notice all 
the different gifts. (3) What was required 
of the women who were to do the spinning 
(v. 25-26)? (4) What was required of 
Bezaleel who was to head up the engineer- 
ing project? What do you learn from this 
about God's idea of the way to finance His 
work? 


FRIDAY, JULY 4 . 

ExopuS 36:2-37 (1) How can you account 
for the surplus offering (v. 7)? Was it due 
to fervent appeals and lengthy campaigns? 
Does any of the Lord’s work now suffer 
from lack of funds because my willingness 
of heart is so seldom translated into defi- 
nite action? See II Cor. 8:11. (2) Contrast 
the order in which the parts of the taber- 
nacle were constructed with the order in 
which God revealed their design (25:10). 
One was from the divine viewpoint, the 
other from man’s. (3) Although composed 
of so many curtains and hangings, how 
could the tabernacle be described as “one 
tabernacle” (v. 13)? What is the spiritual 
counterpart of the work performed by the 
loops and clasps (taches) in the dwelling 
now being prepared for God? Read Eph. 
2:21, 22 and 4:16. 


SATURDAY, JULY 5 

Exopus 38-39 (1) Why do you think God 
led the writer of this book to repeat in 
detail every particular of the tabernacle’s 
construction? (2) Why had the Lord com- 
manded every man to give a half shekel of 
silver? Cf, 38:25-27 with 30:11-16. Of what 
was it a token? Observe the use made of 
this money. The basis of God’s tabernacle 
was the redemption provided for His peo- 
ple. Cf. 1 Pet. 1:18-19. How is this provided 
in the heavenly tabernacle (Heb. 9:11-12) ? 
Have you accepted this sacrifice offered for 
you? (3) What is the significance of the 
words that recur like a refrain ten times 
in chapter 39? Was not this the guiding 
principle of our Lord’s life? See John 4:34. 
Is it mine (John 15:10)? 


SUNDAY, JULY 6 

Exopus 40 (1) Although others shared in 
the construction of the tabernacle, it was 
Moses’ special responsibility to approve the 
work (39:43) and to set each thing in its 


right place. (2) God’s unchanging desire 
as revealed from beginning to end of Scrip- 
ture (Gen. 3:8, 9—Rev. 21:3) is to dwell 
in fellowship with man. Sin drives men 
from God. God Himself is the One who 
tells men how to approach Him. Only as 
we fulfill His requirements can we have 
Him come to us to dwell. (3) Read and 
memorize Eph. 2:22. As the children of 
God are individually indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit, so they are corporately being built 
up to make a temple of living stones, God’s 
medium for displaying His glory through- 
out the universe. See Eph. 3:10. 


MONDAY, JULY 7 

INTRODUCTION TO LEVITICUS Key word in 
Leviticus is holiness and occurs over 80 
times. Key verse is Lev. 19:2. The subjects 
are grouped under seven great laws: 

1. The law of the offering (1-7). 

2. The law of the priests’ consecration (8- 


y of the clean and unclean (11- 


y of atonement (16-17). 
y of relationships and walk (18- 


; of the feasts (23-24). 

. The law of years—sabbatic and jubilee 
(25-27). 

Much of the information regarding types in 

the study of the offerings is from “The 

Offerings” by Mrs. C. T. Rounds. 


Leviticus 1 (1) The tabernacle of the Lord 
was given that God might dwell among 
men. What do verses 1 and 2 reveal about 
the offerings to be offered in this God-or- 
dained tabernacle? These offerings unfold a 
mine of spiritual wealth (I Pet. 1:19). 
(2) Read carefully and find what you 
think important in this offering. (3) What 
offering is set forth in this chapter. What 
was the purpose of it (vv. 4, 13)? (4) 
What were the requirements? The burnt 
offering was one of the sweet savour offer- 
ings which view the work Godward. The 
person and work of Christ were to God a 
sacrifice acceptable (v. 4), well pleasing 
unto God, the odor of a sweet smell. Isn’t 
it wonderful to know that by placing our 
faith in the Lord Jesus God accepts us 
because He is acceptable (Eph. 1:6) ? 


TUESDAY, JULY 8 

Leviticus 2 (1) What is the offering of 
this chapter? Notice that it is also a sweet 
savour offering. “In it we see Christ set 
forth as the ‘Son of Man’ in His life and 
perfect purity and perfection of person and 
character full of the Holy Ghost, grace 
and truth (John 1:17, 33)” (Mrs. C. T. 
Rounds). (2) What are the materials used 
in this offering? The fine flour is a type 
of Christ’s humanity. Oil is a type of the 
Holy Spirit. Frankincense is the fragrance 
of Christ’s prayer and praise life. Salt indi- 
cates the presence of Grace divinely 
adapted to preserve from taint and cor- 
rupting influence. (3) What materials were 


excluded from the offering? Leaven is 
tvpe of evil (I Pet. 2:22; II Cor. 5:21; I 
John 3:5; Heb. 7:26). Honey is that which 
is sweet or attractive. Love of ease and 
pleasure. This was absent in Christ. Ponder 
upon all this. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 9 

Leviticus 3 (1) Read this to get the full 
picture of the Peace Offering. It is the 
most joyous of all and represents the whole 
work of Christ and what was accomplished 
thereby. Christ is our peace (Col. 1:20; 
Eph. 2:14). “In Christ God and the sinner 
meet in peace. God is propitiated, the sin- 
ner is reconciled. Both alike satisfied with 
what God has dore. But all this at the cost 
of blood and fire” (Scofield). (2) Where 
was this offering made? Why do you think 
(John 10:9)? (3) What part was for God 
alone? Notice that this is the only one in 
which the offerer himself partakes of his 
own offering. He is not only brought into 
acceptance but with joy he participates in 
the same offering which God enjoys. Do 
you and God get your joy from the same 
source—Christ Himself? 


THURSDAY, JULY 10 

Leviticus 4 (1) What is the offering of 
this chapter? This sin offering and the 
trespass offering were expiatory. In all 
others the thought of sin is not directly in- 
troduced. In the sweet savour offerings 
Christ offers Himself to God without sin. 
Here He offers Himself as our representa- 
tive for sin. (2) As you read, notice that 
the offering is made for the sinner. The 
person rather than for any special offenses. 
Find the different ones for whom the of- 
fering is to be made. (3) What three 
things were done with the blood? (4) 
What act indicated the transference of sin 
to the victim? (5) What was to be the 
result (v. 20)? Have you personally ac- 
cepted Christ as your sin offering and 
by faith laid your hands on Him? Read 
Isa. 53. 


FRIDAY, JULY 11 


Leviticus 5-6:7 (1) What is the offering 
inc. 5? (2) What two things were neces- 
sary before bringing a trespass offering 
(vv. 1-5)? Cf. I John 1:9. Notice how spe- 
cific confession is to be. Do you name your 
sin and tell the Lord just what you have 
done when you confess? (3) There are two 
distinct forms of the trespass offering. The 
first is 5:14-19; the second, 6:1-7. What 
are they? What was required in addition 
to the sacrifice? Notice the following things 
in this chapter: The necessity of acknowl- 
edging sin; the guilt incurred by trespass- 
ing; “ignorance is no excuse.” This is the 
offering which typifies the cleansing work 
of Christ in forgiving. It is your habit of 
life to confess sin and turn to Christ im- 
mediately upon recognizing it? 


SATURDAY, JULY 12 
LEviTICUS 6:8-30 (1) Read through this 
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passage for impressions of things which to 
you seem important. (2) What is the out- 
standing thought in 6:8-13? What do you 
think is the significance of the continual 
burning of the offering? Cf. Heb. 10:14. 
Christ is our burnt offering and God desires 
that the sweet savour from His spotless 
Person is to rise continually before Him. 
Should this not encourage us to center our 
thought and faith in the One so acceptable 
to God? Why do we concentrate so on 
ourselves when He is the One through 
whom we are always acceptable to God? 


SUNDAY, JULY 13 

Leviticus 7 (1) What aspect of the offer- 
ings is here emphasized? What did they 
provide for the priests (vv. 6, 32-35)? (2) 
As the offerings all speak of Christ, so to 
eat of them speaks of feeding upon Christ 
by faith, as He Himself taught. Each detail 
has significance from this viewpoint. For 
instance, feeding on the peace-offering was 
never to be separated from the sacrifice 
itself (v. 15). Am I fully aware that I can 
enjoy peace and communion with God on 
one basis only? (3) Consider the two por- 
tions of the peace-offerings to be presented 
before God and given to the priestly family 
—the breast and the shoulder, signifying 
the love and strength of Christ. That love 
and strength are now primarily expended 
for God and available for us (John 15:9; 
II Cor. 12:9). Am I drawing upon this 
supply? 


MONDAY, JULY 14 

Leviticus 8 (1) What constantly repeated 
phrase in this chapter gives assurance that 
these ceremonies were not the product of 
Moses’ imagination nor in imitation of 
heathen rites? (2) Whom does the Epistle 
to the Hebrews clearly state to be our great 
High Priest? Who anointed this High 
Priest and how? See Acts 10:38. (3) After 
his anointing, the high priest was sanctified 
and then his sons. Who are represented by 
Aaron’s sons? Read Heb. 2:10-13 and con- 
sider our Lord’s words in John 17:19. What 
is the spiritual meaning of the blood upon 
the ear, hand and foot? Is it realized in 
my experience? 


TUESDAY, JULY 15 

Leviticus 9 (1) What did Aaron have to 
do before he could offer up sacrifices on 
behalf of the people? Was this necessary 
in the case of our great High Priest? Cf. 
v. 8 with Heb. 7:27. (2) Observe the 
close association and co-operation between 
Aaron and his sons in relation to the offer- 
ings. What responsibility does this suggest 
for me, as a Christian, one of God’s spirit- 
ual priests? Cf. I Peter 2:9. (3) How did 
God manifest His approval and acceptance 
of the sacrifices offered at the consecration 
of the tabernacle? Cf. II Chron. 7:1-3 
when Solomon dedicated the temple. This 
glory was but a faint glimpse of that to 
be revealed when God's. tabernacle shall 
be forever with men (Rey. 21:3, 22, 23). 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 16 
INTRODUCTION TO HEBREWS 

Hebrews is written to Hebrew Christians 
who had been Christians for some time 
(5:12; 13:7). In the early stages of their 
growth they had publicly and joyfully en- 
dured persecution (10:32-35). They have 
had great spiritual advantages possibly 
being among those who heard the gospel 
during the period of Pentecost (6:4, 5). 
In the light of this their retarded spiritual 
growth is very serious (2:1-4; 3:7-19; 4:1, 
11, 14; 6:4-12; 10:26-31; 12:15-17, 25-26). 
Their symptoms were: neglect of the Word 
(2:1); neglect of public worship (10:25) ; 
willingness to be taught when they ought 
to be teachers (5:12); an inability to tell 
right from wrong in matters of conduct 
(5:13, 14); a weakness in prayer (12:12); 
a tendency to be swayed by other teachings 
(13:9); a repetitious interest in founda- 
tional teachings rather than a hunger for 
deeper teaching (6:1-2); an unwillingness 
to submit to spiritual leaders (13:7, 17, 
24). 

In this spiritual condition they found 
service for others still possible (6:10) and 
the elaborate Jewish ceremony easier than 
personal spiritual growth. 

The method the writer uses is a logical 

argument in which he sets forth the com- 
plete superiority of Christ and His New 
Covenant to the Old Covenant. This argu- 
ment is interrupted 5 times with exhorta- 
tions to personal growth. 
HEBREWS 1 (1) What is the main thing 
God has done in vv. 1-2? What ,else has 
He done? How does it compare with His 
previous revelations? (2) If you knew 
nothing of Christ what would vv. 2, 3, 4 
teach you? (3) What is the author trying 
to prove in 4-14? Meditate upon the place 
God has given Christ. Set your heart to 
give Him that same place. It has probably 
never concerned you that Christ is superior 
to angels. But in order to show the Jews 
that Christ as mediator between God and 
men was better than the old covenant this 
was very necessary. See Acts 7:35-37 for 
place of angels. In what point is He su- 
perior to them? 


THURSDAY, JULY 17 

HEBREWS 2 (1) Read all of c. 2 prayer- 
fully and try to follow the thought. (2) 
What dangers do the readers face in 2:1-4? 
What comparison is used to bring it out? 
(3) How can this danger be avoided? (4) 
Think about Jesus through this passage. 
Notice everything He experienced and did. 
(5) Think through this with yourself in 
mind. Carefully mark every benefit you 
have because of what He did. Ask Him to 
ee you to reality in experiencing all 
of it. 


FRIDAY, JULY 18 

HEBREWS 3 (1) He who is greater than 
angels is also greater than Moses. In what 
two ways (1-6)? (2) Under this great 


leader they failed to enter into the prom- 
ised land. Why (v. 19)? Read Num. 
13:17-20, 26-33; 14:1-9, 23, 24. Notice the 
faithfulness of Moses in Num. 14:13-19. 
Christ being even more faithful to bring 
us into the fulness of His promises, what 
is necessary on our part (v. 6)? (3) 
What are the specific spiritual dangers 
pointed out here? Can you recognize these 
in yourself? (4) What specific commands 
are given to avoid the dangers? (5) Name 
some of your own failures and weaknesses 
(all weakness is sin). How can unbelief be 
the cause? 


SATURDAY, JULY 19 


HEBREWS 4:1-13 (1) What is the promise 
of rest that has been left us (Mt. 11:28- 
30)? The children of Israel had a chronic 
unbelief but they did not enter into the 
promised land because they specifically 
did not believe the promise that they 
could (Num. 13:30-31). Their unbelief was 
not a weakness but a sin. Read 4:2, 3. Do 
you believe God can bring you into this 
rest of heart? (3) This rest comes from 
faith (v. 3) and cessation from our own 
striving (v. 10). Do you long to take your 
hands off and let God work for you but do 
not know how? Read v. 12. Since it is a 
rest of heart we are seeking (Mt. 11:28- 
30) in what way is the Word qualified to 
help us? Why is this Word so qualified 
(v. 13)? “Let us labor to enter in.” Christ 
is faithful to bring us there. 


SUNDAY, JULY 20 

HEBREWS 4:14-5:10 (1) What do wv. 14-16 
add to the thought of entering the rest of 
God? Notice in detail all we have in our 
High Priest. What are the two things we 
are told to do? What is the result to us? 
(2) In 5:1-4 what are the qualifications of 
any high priest? (3) In 5:5-10 how does 
Christ fulfill these requirements? Cf. Lk. 
22:39, 44 .with v. 7. He prayed. See Mk. 
1:35; Lk. 5:15, 16; 6:12. Compare v. 8 
with Mt. 26:51-56. He obeyed the Word 
of God. These are the two points in His 
humanity, the Holy Spirit is emphasizing. 
Pray much over the relation of this to v. 9. 


MONDAY, JULY 21 


HEBREWS 5:11-6:8 (1) Why did the author 
turn aside from his discussion of the priest- 
hood of Christ to this parenthesis? (2) 
What are the symptoms of the people to 
whom the author is writing? How does 
one develop his senses to become skilled in 
right doing? (3) In 6:12 the teachings 
that are foundational but to be left as only 
the beginning deal with three aspects of 
truth: (1) personal conversion (2) church 
affiliation (3) the after life. (4) Notice 
every spiritual advantage these people have 
received (vv. 4-5). It is possible to have 
the emotions touched and the will affected 
without the heart being truly born again. 
“The joy of light in the mind may be mis- 
taken for life in the soul. The point here 
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is go on to perfection and thus prove that 
I have truly been born again and not just 
among those who have had all the opera- 
tion of God upon me in vain. My assurance 
of salvation is to be found in living fellow- 
ship with the Spirit of Christ.” Read Ro- 
mans 8:14-16. 


TUESDAY, JULY 22 


HEBREWS 6:9-20 (1) What encouragement 
does he give believers in 6:9-12? What does 
he base this on? (2) Of what does he use 
Abraham as an example? Cf. Gen. 12:2, 4 
with Gen. 21:5. Read Rom. 4:17-21. (3) 
What is the strong consolation? On what is 
it based? Including the warning in the 
first part of the chapter summarize the 
practical lessons. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 23 


HEBREWS 7:1-17 Read this passage in the 
light of the only references to Melchisedec 
(Gen. 14:17-20 and Ps. 110:4). The writer 
uses as the basis of his argument not the 
actual Melchisedec but the picture of him 
given. In what way was Melchisedec like 
Jesus? How is the Melchisedec priesthood 
greater than the Levitical? Pick out the 
outstanding features in the new priesthood 
and think of their implications to us. 


THURSDAY, JULY 24 


HEBREWS 7:18-28 (1) In wv. 18-19 how is 
the new priesthood under Melchisedec 
better? (2) Of what advantage was the 
oath in 20-22? (3) What in this shows that 
there would never need to be the continua- 
tion of the old or the establishment of any 
new line of priests? (4) What is the out- 
standing characteristic of this Priest? How 
does this benefit us? In the light of the 
ability of your High Priest (v. 25) and His 
constant unchanging and unceasing work, 
. do you draw near to God through Him 
(v. 19)? 


FRIDAY, JULY 25 


HEBREWS 8 (1) In 8:1-5 in what way is 
Christ’s ministry better than Aaron’s? What 
does he say about this tabernacle that 
makes it superior? (2) In 8:8-9 what two 
reasons are given to show the old covenant 
was faulty? (3) What are the 3 tremendous 
benefits of the New Covenant? Why was 
each better than the old? If your heart is 
not inclined to obey the laws of God, you 
had better make certain you have sealed 
the covenant with God. Read I John 2:4. 


SATURDAY, JULY 26 


HEBREWS 9:1-12 In this passage the writer 
continues to show how the high priesthood 
of Christ (11-12) is superior to that of 
Aaron (1-10). See the order of events in 
Leviticus 16. (1) Contrast Aaron’s taber- 
nacle and Christ’s. (2) Compare the offer- 
ing made by Aaron and Christ. (3) Com- 
pare the number of times each offering was 
rendered. (4) Compare the efficacy of 
Aaron’s service with that of Christ’s. In 


Lev. 16:1, 2 see what happened to anyone 
who entered the vail. But now what hap- 
pened after Jesus’ death in Mt. 27:50, 51? 
With what result (Heb. 10:19-22) ? 


SUNDAY, JULY 27 


HEBREWS 9:11-28 (1) After reading the 
whole passage study 9:13-14 very minutely 
and find five or six ways that Christ’s 
offering is superior to Aaron’s. It is the 
believer's portion to have the blood of 
Christ cleanse the conscience from a sense 
of guilt. What is to be the result of this 
cleansed conscience? (2) What is the main 
value of the new covenant as against the 
old? Notice the importance given to blood 
in cleansing. Meditate on v. 22. Are you 
trusting in Christ’s blood for remission of 
sins? (3) Find three appearings of Christ 
in vv. 23-28. What does each one mean to 
you? 


MONDAY, JULY 28 


HEBREWS 10:1-18 (1) What is the outstand- 
ing failure of the law (vv. 1-4)? (2) In 
5-9 what was there about Christ’s sacrifice 
that annulled the old ones? (3) In 15-18 
find three ways of showing the perfectness 
of Christ’s finished work. Cf. 9:26-28 and 
10:18. How does this show that any teach- 
ing that Christ must perpetually suffer is 
false? Meditate on what this finished work 
makes possible for you. 


TUESDAY, JULY 29 


HEBREWS 10:19-39 (1) Realizing that the 
vail of the temple was what separated men 
from the Presence of God, cf. 10:20 with 
Mt. 27:51. How does this show the cross to 
be the foundation of Christianity? What 
two practical lessons does the writer draw 
for us? (3) Look for the reasonableness of 
the argument in 25-31. (4) What motives 
does he appeal to in 32-39? What is the 
message of this passage to you? (5) Find 
every positive command or exhortation that 
shows what the writer is trying to stir the 
people to do. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 30 


HEBREWS 11:1-16 (1) Read 12:1-2 and see 
that the author in c. 11 is calling to the 
witness stand a number of people to show 
these weak Christians what faith had en- 
abled them to accomplish. There is scarcely 
a chapter that will more richly reward 
thorough study. (2) What did faith enable 
Enock, Noah, Abraham, and Sara to do or 
to endure? What were the rewards of 
faith? 


THURSDAY, JULY 31 


HEBREWS 11:17-40 (1) Take each person 
mentioned and notice carefully everything 
which each one could do or endure through 
faith. Now read vv. 32-38 and pause over 
each clause which tells of the conquest of 
faith. How would you describe this kind of 
faith? Would it be a miracle for you to 
have this kind of faith? Linger in the 


Presence of God as you study this asking 
for faith. (2) Notice the important place 
of courageous action. (3) Summarize all 
you have learned of faith from this chapter. 


AUGUST 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 


HEBREWS 12:1-17 (1) The Old Testament 
saints looked forward to the promise. Cf. 
11:9, 13, 17, 30. The readers had seen this 
fulfilled in Christ. If those under the Old 
Covenant could have such faith how much 
more should we who have Jesus? (2) Con- 
sider again the real humanity of. Jesus in 
v. 3. Cf. 2:17; 4:15; 5:1-8. What will such 
a consideration do for us?- (3) Suffering 
seems to have been a stumbling block to 
these people. What view are they to have 
toward suffering (12:4-13)? How does v. 4 
show their suffering was limited? In 5-9 
what does chastening prove? What is the 
purpose of chastening? (4) Find at least 
three things that make up a right spirit in 
chastening. How important is faithful en- 
durance? 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 

HEBREWS 12:18-29 (1) In order to fully 
grasp the earnest plea being made for the 
fullest acceptance of the New Covenant 
read Ex. 19:9-25 and Deut. 5:22-27. Notice 
the unapproachableness of God. In contrast 
notice the description of Mt. Zion in 22-24. 
How does this bring us near? Cf. Rev. 
7:15-17 and 21:2-4. (2) What are the 


practical applications of this comparison? 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 

HEBREWS 13:1-14 (1) Think carefully 
through each practical exhortation and its 
meaning to you. Observe the promises. 
Thank God for them. Count upon them. 
Notice the final return to the main subject 
wf the priest and day of atonement. (2) 
As the body of the animal in the sin offer- 
ing was burned without the camp so Jesus 
was crucified outside the gate of Jerusalem. 
We must therefore be willing to go “out- 
side” with Him and bear His reproach. Are 
you? 


MONDAY, AUGUST 4 


HEBREWS 13:15-25 (1) Since Christ has 
offered our sin offering once for all what 
sacrifice must we bring? (2) In v. 15 
notice it is commanded that we praise with 
our lips. What other sacrifice is acceptable 
to God? Notice all the other commands 
and the great promises. Memorize vv. 20-21. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 5 


Leviticus 10 (1) Contrast the fire which 
fell in 9:24 with that of 10:2. What two 
attributes of God do they illustrate (Ps. 
101:1)? (2) Aaron held his peace (v. 3). 
In sorrow and trials why should a Christian 
not wail and weep as do others? What 
consideration must come first ( Matt. 
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10:37)? (3) Does strong drink affect one’s 
judgment (Isa. 28:7)? When is our service 
as priests over so that we may be free to 
indulge ourselves (I Cor. 6:19, 20)? (4) 
Absorption in grief often leads to neglect 
of duty (vv. 16-20). But God knows our 
frailty and pities His children (Ps. 103: 
13). Note how this chapter opens with pos- 
itive sin and God’s judgment and ends with 
negative failure and God’s forbearance. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6 


Leviticus 11 (1) The key of this chapter 
and indeed of the whole book is found in 
v. 44a. What is the only basis there set 
forth for communion between a holy God 
and sinful men? Cf. Heb. 12:14. (2) The 
outward ordinances to this end had a spirit- 
ual meaning. What is the spiritual counter- 
part of the distinctions to be observed in 
regard to physical nourishment? Read Phil. 
4:8. Do I use discernment in absorbing 
what I read and hear? Cf. Heb. 5:15. (3) 
God knew the virulence of germs and pro- 
vided laws of protection long before sci- 
entists discovered the reason for such laws. 
Obedience saved many a life. Am I, in my 
ignorance of unseen spiritual microbes, 
willing to live by what the N.T. commands 
as essential for spiritual health? Cf. Eph. 
6:12, 13. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 7 

Leviticus 12 (1) What is here taught as 
to the natural processes of birth in God’s 
sight? Cf. Ps. 51:5 and Job 25:4. Do I 
continually recognize Rom. 7:18 and hum- 
bly seek cleansing in God’s way? (2) Did 
the woman’s restoration to the worship of 
the sanctuary depend on the greatness of her 
offering or on the significance of a blood 
atonement? Praise God that the weakest 
faith and the humblest intellect can receive 
the cleansing and acceptance of God by a 
simple act of obedience. (3) Why did God 
allow the variations of v. 8? Did Mary 
offer a lamb for purification after bearing 
the Saviour (Luke 2:24)? Is this not an- 
+7 ame of the humbling of Phil. 

:7-87 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 


Leviticus 13 (1) Note exactness of in- 
structions here—to prevent exclusion on the 
basis of a mistaken diagnosis. Of what is 
leprosy a type, and what is the only thing 
that will exclude us from God’s presence? 
Cf. Isa. 59:2. (2) Is sin contagious? Have 
I passed on any of its germs—doubts, un- 
kind gossip, irritability or laxness in 
prayer? (3) Would it not seem worse to 
us to be covered with the plague (vv. 12, 
13)? But here the evil is no longer ac- 
tively working. Only its ravages remain. 
What is God’s only remedy for sin? See 
I John 1:7. Who only has the authority 
to pronounce a man clean? Shall we go to 
our great High Priest and cry “Search me 
. .. and see if there be any wicked way 
in me” (Ps. 139:23, 24)? 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 9 


Leviticus 14 (1) Here is a beautiful pic- 
ture of the two aspects of Christ’s atone- 
ment—His death and resurrection. After 
the death of the first bird, the living bird 
mounted up to heaven bearing on its wings 
the shed blood of the sacrifice. What is 
the central feature of our faith? See 1 
Cor. 15:17. What is the proof of God’s 
acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice (Acts 17: 
31)? (2) The anointing with oil followed 
the sprinkling with blood. Cf. I John 1:7 
with I John 2:20 (unction means anoint- 
ing). What was implied by its application 
to the ear, thumb, and toe? Have I al- 
lowed Christ my High Priest to sanctify 
me in each of these respects? (3) Can sin 
dwell in a house? Are certain environ- 
ments dangerous to the health of a Chris- 
tian? How do the laws of leprosy serve to 
reveal the character of sin and why God 
hates it so? 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 10 


LEviTIcus 15 (1) This chapter speaks of 
the defilement that comes from what we 
are naturally. Cf. Christ’s words, Mark 
7:15. (2) Although the various issues 
spoken of here came from natural causes, 
yet the individual concerned was thereby 
rendered unfit for the worship of God 
(v. 31). How could cleansing be effected? 
(3) There are many natural things which, 
though not of themselves sinful, may—if 
unrestrained—mar my communion with 
God, e.g. a sense of humor, a love of con- 
versation, or the desire to be thought well 
of by others. Are these inner natural im- 
pulses under the Spirit’s control, or do they 
rush forth unchecked and so cause spirit- 
ual defilement? What provision has God 
made for cleansing? Consider Eph. 5:26, 
and cf. John 15:3 and Ps. 119:9. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 11 


LEviTIcUS 16 (1) What was the great pur- 
pose in the yearly day of atonement? Al- 
though the tabernacle had been con- 
structed to allow God to dwell in the 
midst of His people, why did God limit 
the communion between Himself and even 
the high priest on behalf of the people 
(vv. 2, 16)? (2) What was the funda- 
mental conception of the scapegoat? Of 
whom was this goat a picture? Cf. Isa. 
53:6 and I Peter 2:24. (3) Why is a yearly 
day of atonement no longer necessary and 
quite ineffective? Recall Heb. 10. Need the 
barrier that restricted Israel’s frequent 
communion with God restrict me now? 
May I come “at all times” into His pres- 
ence? 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 12 


Leviticus 17 (1) God desired that the 
shedding of blood should always speak of 
atonement to His people. When in the 
wilderness, then, what was His law con- 
cerning the slaughter of animals for food? 
Contrast this attitude with the prevailing 


heathen one (v. 7) and cf. I Cor. 10:20, 
28. (2) The thought here is not primarily 
of the burnt offering but of the peace of- 
fering, which was presented to God. His 
portion and the priests’ were taken out and 
the remainder given to the offerer for food. 
What kind of a relationship did this estab- 
lish between God and men? Cf. I Cor. 
10:18. (3) Have I as a Christian the right 
to do anything, even the ordinary act of 
eating, just for my own enjoyment and 
without reference to God? Meditate on 
I Cor. 10:31. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13 


Leviticus 18 (1) Why is the phrase “I 
am the LORD your God” repeated so 
many times in this chapter? What reaction 
was this truth to have upon Israel? Cf. 
19:2. (2) Discover why God decreed the 
utter extermination of the Canaanites. 
After whom are the people of God to pat- 
tern their lives? Am I content to adopt the 
standards of the world (v. 3)? (3) In the 
light of this chapter read Matt. 5:28 and 
II Cor. 7:1, praying for grace to be made 
pure not only in the sight of men but also 
in the sight of God. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 14 


Leviticus 19 (1) What is still the incen- 
tive and reason for upright conduct? How 
does this differ from morality based on 
an abstract sense of duty? (2) Observe 
here the practical implications of the Ten 
Commandments. Which of these can be 
summed up under the law of love toward 
one’s neighbor? Are the laws of vv. 16, 17, 
18, 32, 34 being fulfilled in me as I walk 
by the Spirit’s power (Rom. 8:4)? (3) 
What is the important principle of v. 19? 
Cf. If Cor. 6:14. Am I sowing mingled 
seed? See Gal. 6:8. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 15 


Leviticus 20 (1) Molech was the national 
god of the Ammonites to whom children 
were commonly sacrificed by fire (II Kings 
23:10). Does God teach that parents have 
the right to deal with their children as 
they like? What is their responsibility and 
that of others for their children (v. 4)? 
(2) The primary meaning of “sanctify” is 
to separate or set apart (vv. 7, 26). From 
whom and from what were the Israelites 
to be separated? Am I so like the world 
that men fail to see any difference? (3) 
For whom and for what were they sepa- 
rated (v. 26)? How was this sanctification 
to take place? Am I to separate myself 
from others? Can I sanctify myself? Mem- 
orize v. 26 in the light of John 17:15-19. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 16 


LEviTIcus 21 (1) The nearer one comes to 
God, the more essential it is to maintain 
holiness. How was this shown in the case 
of a priest? In what respects did he have 
to control his natural feelings? Have I, 
as a Christian, the right to*marry just as 





I please? (2) What was the stipulation 
concerning the marriage of the high 
priest? The figure of marriage is also used 
concerning our Great, High. Priest. What 
must be the character of His bride? Read 
II Cor. 11:2 and Rev. 19:7. Are my deep- 
est spiritual affections being reserved only 
for Him (v. 14)? (3) As there are physi- 
cal defectives, so there are spiritual defec- 
tives. Am I spiritually ‘blind (II Peter 1:9) 
or lame (Heb. 12:13) or dwarfed and 
stunted in growth? For such note the 
handicap (v. 21) and yet the mercy 
(v. 22). 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 


Leviticus 22 (1) C. 21 sets forth God’s 
demand for an unblemished priest (v. 21) 
and c. 22 His demand for a perfect sac- 
rifice (v. 21). Although only Christ per- 
fectly fulfilled these types, yet God’s stand- 
ard for His priests and for the sacrifices 
they offer has not changed. How can this 
begin to be realized? See I Peter 2:5. (2) 
Why did the priest have to be so very 
particular as to his contacts (vv. 4, 5)? 
Do I realize how easily my daily contacts 
may defile me? What is the remedy (v. 
6)? (3) Why did God bring Israel out of 
the land of Egyyt (v. 33)? For what pur- 
pose has He redeemed me? Consider Titus 
2:14. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 18 


Leviticus 23 (1) Observe the repeated 
words “in all your dwellings” (vv. 3, 14, 
21). God’s feasts were to be celebrated not 
just by priests but in every home. Am I 
as careful to honor God in the privacy of 
my home as in the public worship at 
church? (2) What would it mean in my 
life if I were to adopt the principle of 
v. 14? What is my first thought on receiv- 
ing some tangible reward for my labors? 
To satisfy my own desires? (3) Every six 
months (vv. 6, 39) Israel was to spend a 
whole week in a special way (lst month 
corresponds to our April, 7th to October) 
to remind them of their relationship to 
God. Observe how each event of agri- 
cultural or national significance was sol- 
emnized by the various feasts. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 19 


Leviticus 24 (1) What is emphasized three 
times in connection with the oil for the 
candlestick? Remembering that oil is a 
type of the Holy Spirit, what is constantly 
needed in my life to produce a steady light 
for the Lord? Cf. Matt. 5:16. (2) The 
bread of vv. 5-9 was called “shewbread” 
because it was continually on display be- 
fore the Lord. Whose life alone could bear 
the continual scrutiny of the Lord and still 
be pronounced holy? (3) Which com- 
mandment was broken in v. 11? Already 
Israel had transgressed the first and second 
(Ex. 32). This terrible sin was the out- 
come of an alliance between what was of 
God and what was of the world (v. 10). 


Think this over. Am I in any danger of 
such an alliance? 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20 


Leviticus 25 (1) What consideration was 
to govern Israel in their attitude both 
toward the land of Canaan and toward 
their fellow-Israelites (vv. 23, 42)? Does 
this thought influence my dealings with 
other Christians? Cf. Rom. 14:4. (2) What 
was the Lord’s purpose in the sabbatical 
year? For whose sake was it given? Cf. 
Mark 2:27. What blessing is in store for 
those who obey God’s provision for rest? 
See vv. 20-22. (3) What practical effect 
was the jubilee to have on men’s dealings 
with one another (vv. 14-17)? As Chris- 
tians, we too look forward to the “times 
of restitution of all things” (Acts 3:21). 
Am I estimating the value of things here 
in relation to the Lord’s return? Cf. I Cor. 
7:29-31. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 21 


Leviticus 26 (1) Upon what has the ma- 
terial prosperity of Israel as a nation al- 
ways depended? God has made them His 
great object lesson to the world. Why have 
the Jews been scattered among all nations? 
With v. 33 cf. Deut. 28:64. (2) Is God’s 
punishment merely retributive? Note 5 
distinct stages of chastisement (vv. 14, 18, 
21, 23, 24, 27, 28). What end did He have 
constantly in view? What does it mean to 
“accept” (v. 41) His punishment? Read 
the fulfillment of vv. 40, 41 in Daniel 
9:4-14, 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 22 


Leviticus 27 (1) This chapter speaks of 
the various kinds of pledges a man may 
make unto the Lord, and His true esti- 
mation of their value. Cf. Hannah’s vow 
(I Samuel 1:11). (2) When I willingly 
devote my life, home, or possessions to the 
Lord, men may under- or over-value the 
sacrifice. Who alone had the right to evalu- 
ate an Israelite’s gift of consecration (v. 
12)? Does my devotion measure up (v. 8) 
to the divine estimation of what it should 
be due to my spiritual age and opportu- 
nities? (3) Vv. 26, 30, 32 remind us that 
certain things are already the Lord’s due. 
Is it therefore a great act of devotion to 
give the Lord a tenth of my income? 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 


INTRODUCTION TO NUMBERS This book re- 
ceives its name from the double numbering 
of Israel, as ordered of God, in the wilder- 
ness of Sinai (c. 1) and again in the 
plains of Moab (c. 26) thirty-eight years 
later. 

NUMBERS 1 (1) Did the 603,550 numbered 
(v. 46) represent the total number of 
Israelites who left Egypt? Which ones did 
God choose to be numbered? Am I spirit- 
ually among those able to go forth to war? 
Cf. I Tim. 6:12. (2) Am I prouder of my 
earthly pedigree (v. 18) than of my status 


as a member of God’s family? See Eph. 
3:15. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 24 

nuMBERS 2 (1) Sketch a plan of the tribes 
encamped in four groups —east, north, 
south and west—around the tabernacle and 
the Levites in the midst. (2) Each tribe 
of Israel had its own place in God's 
planned order. Have I ascertained my 
place? Is the choice to be mine or God’s? 
(3) What was the center of the camp 
toward which all tents faced (v. 2)? Are 
my eyes turned to God to discern the first 
moving of the cloud? 


MONDAY, AUGUST 25 

numBERS 3 (1) Why were the Levites not 
numbered among the Israelites? Cf. 2:23 
with 3:9. (2) Here we see God’s sover- 
eignty. Although all souls are His (Ezek. 
18:4), God had a special claim upon the 
firstborn. Why (v. 13)? To represent these 
God chose all the Levites (v. 41). So de- 
liverance from death carried with it the ob- 
ligation of lifetime service to the deliverer. 
Do I recognize this principle? (3) How 
were the firstborn Israelites that remained 
over and above the Levites redeemed? Can 
we now be redeemed in that way? See 
I Peter 1:18, 19. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 26 

NUMBERS 4 (1) Note God’s concern over 
every detail of His service. Do I sometimes 
think carelessness in details unimportant 
as long as my heart is right? But is it 
right if I am indifferent to God’s wishes? 
(2) Who appointed men to each duty? 
Cf. I Cor. 12, esp. v. 18. Do I live in the 
consciousness that my lot is an appointed 
one? (3) What does v. 20 teach us of 
God’s holiness and man’s natural condi- 
tion? What difference is there for believ- 
ers since Christ’s death? See Heb. 10:18- 
22. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27 

numBERS 5 (1) The physical and spiritual 
safety of the camp was to be safeguarded 
by separation from active evil (leprosy) 
and from possible sources of contagion. For 
what reason? What is the spiritual lesson 
in this? Cf. I Thess. 5:23. (2) Is it 
enough to say “I am sorry” when I have 
wronged someone? Should the Christian be 
guided by the law in v. 7? See Luke 19:8. 
(3) God would not have even the suspi- 
cion of sin to mar the peace of His chil- 
dren’s hearts. So a way is provided to have 
suspicious matters clearly tried (vv. 11-31). 
Do I give vent to suspicious thoughts in 
gossip or do I bring them before the Lord 
for Him to clarify? 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 28 

NUMBERS 6 (1) Why was the Nazarite to 
separate himself from certain things ordi- 
narily legitimate for others? Note his 
separation “from” was based on his separa- 
tion “unto.” Does my devotion to God 
supersede my desire for the pleasure of 
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this life and also my natural family affec- 
tions? (2) Have I been untrue to my vow 
of surrender to Christ? If so, has this been 
confessed and forgiven (vv. 9-12)? (3) In 
vv. 24-26 what definite meaning is given to 
the word “bless,” so often vaguely used? 
Is this my daily expectation for myself 
and others? 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 29 

NUMBERS 7 (1) This chapter records the 
offerings of the princes of each tribe to 
God. V. 5 summarizes God’s attitude and 
use of these offerings. (2) What kinds of 
offerings may I make to God and how can 
these be used in the worship and service 
of Jesus Christ? (3) Note the precision 
with which each gift is described individ- 
ually. What does such a record in God’s 
Word teach us about our God? Cf. Luke 
2i3i,, 2. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 30 

NUMBERS 8 (1) Light in Scripture speaks 
of testimony. Cf. Matt. 5:14-16. Observe 
the lamps were to illumine not themselves 
but the candlestick (v. 2). So we who are 
bearers of light must shine to illuminate 
not ourselves but Christ the Giver of light. 
(2) The light in the sanctuary symbol- 
ically represents the two ways of letting 
our light shine—as in c. 7 in the willing 
presentation of our lives. (3) Think 
through the phrase used 4 times of the 
Levites (vv. 11, 13, 15, 21)—‘offer them 
for an offering unto the Lord.” How does 
this shed light on Rom. 12:1 and on God's 
desire for living sacrifices? But what must 
take place in a man before God can accept 
his service (vv. 21, 22)? And what is the 
only way this can be done? Cf. v. 12 with 
I John 1:7, 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 31 

NUMBERS 9 (1) The passover feast was 
so important that a special provision was 
made for those unable to celebrate it at 
the appointed time. (Cf. v. 1 with v. 11). 
What corresponding memorial feast is’ it 
the Christian’s privilege and duty to keep? 
Read I Cor. 5:7, 8 and 11:23-26. (2) Med- 
itate on the picture of Israel’s complete 
dependence upon God for guidance as they 
journeyed through a trackless wilderness. 
What one thing is required of man if he 
would enjoy God’s continual guidance? 
(3) Am I planning my own course for the 
school year soon to commence, or am I de- 
termined to fulfill God’s plan whether it 
involves staying in the same place or going 
somewhere unknown? 


SEPTEMBER 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 

NUMBERS 10 (1) Consider the many oc- 
casions when the silver trumpets were 
sounded, for meetings, journeys, expedi- 
tions of war, feasts and sacred ceremonies. 
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Who blew them? Priests in some instances, 
generals in others? What is the lesson for 
us? Do I listen for an indication from 
God before making any decision as to my 
courses at college, my career, or my life 
partner? (2) Although God had provided 
the cloud by day and the fire by night 
for protection and guidance, Moses now 
asks his brother-in-law to come and act as 
their guide (v. 31). What tendency does 
this represent in our lives? (3) Note 
God’s answering grace and condescension 
(v. 33)—the ark going “before” the camp 
rather than in the midst (2:17). Why? 
With this chapter, cf. Ps. 32:8. Do I 


believe this promise enough to live by it? 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 

PSALM 68 (1) Observe the occasion of 
this Psalm. V. 1 repeats Num. 10:35. Cf. 
v. 25 with I Chron. 15, especially vv. 16 
and 28. (2) How was this to affect other 
nations (vv. 11, 24, 29, 30, 32)? What was 
the secret of this influence (v. 29)? What 
is the spiritual lesson? Cf. Ezek. 36:23. 
(3) With v. 18 read Eph. 4:8. By virtue 
of His atoning death Christ has received 
gifts to give to men, even to those who 
were once rebellious like ourselves. Note 
v. 35. Would others so describe my God 
because they see me in possession of such 
gifts? 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

MATTHEW 1 (1) Why is Christ called the 
son of David before He is called the son 
of Abraham? Of what value is the lengthy 
genealogy given in this chapter? (2) What 
is the essential difference between the 
birth of Christ and that of all other men? 
How does Joseph’s attitude help to con- 
firm our belief in the Virgin Birth? Should 
we depend on angels to explain God’s 
Word to us? If not, why not (II Pet. 1: 
19)? (3) What is the implied meaning of 
the name Jesus (v. 21)? What is com- 
mendable about Joseph’s response to the 
angelic revelation? What does it indicate? 
Are you as ready to obey God’s will as 
soon as you know it? 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 

MATTHEW 2:1-12 (1) Why did the Magi 
look for “the King of the Jews” in Jeru- 
salem? What knowledge must they have 
had before they saw the star? What does 
this suggest about the value of knowing 
the prophetic Scriptures? (2) What did 
the priests and scribes know about the 
birthplace of the Messiah? Did they be- 
lieve the writings of the prophets? Why 
did they not go to Bethlehem with the 
Magi? How often do you act contrary to 
your knowledge of God’s Word? (3) Why 
did the question of the Magi disturb King 
Herod? What effect did the reading of 
prophecy have upon him? Does it affect 
you the same way? (4) What does the 
experience of the Magi show of God’s way 
of using evil men? Whom did the Wise 


Men see first in Bethlehem? What place 
should Christ occupy in our lives? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

MATTHEW 2:13-23 (1) What does v. 15, 
compared with Hosea 11:1, reveal about 
the double meaning of some passages of 
Scripture? What does the verse in Hosea 
mean without this interpretation? Is it 
correct to speak of Christ as “the Infant 
Redeemer”? (2) How does God some- 
times protect His own (vv. 13-15, 19, 
20)? Is it always cowardly to flee from 
danger? See also Matt. 10:23. (3) Note 
that taking the word “spoken” literally in 
v. 23 does away with the difficulty that 
Christ is not called a “Nazarene” in any 
written prophecy. Others may have been 
both spoken and written. What does 
Christ’s living in lowly Nazareth suggest 
to you? 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

MATTHEW 3 (1) How can we prepare the 
way of the Lord in following John’s ex- 
ample (vv. 1-3)? What effect can the way 
we dress have upon our testimony? (2) 
If repentance means “a change of mind,” 
how can we tell where repentance has oc- 
curred (v. 8)? When is it proper to use 
sharp language with the unsaved? (3) 
What evidences of Christ’s deity were 
manifested at His baptism? Is God pleased 
with me? 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

MATTHEW 4:1-11 (1) It is important to 
note that even Jesus did not seek tempta- 
tion; He went only where He was led by 
the Spirit (v. 1). None of us is strong 
enough to seek out the tempter. What ef- 
fect does our physical condition some- 
times have upon the way we react or re- 
spond to temptation (v. 2)? (2) The 
temptations of Jesus sought to induce Him 
to do what might have been right in it- 
self, but from wrong motives. To what did 
each of the three temptations appeal? See 
I John 2:16. Find similarities in the temp- 
tation of Eve (Gen. 3:1-6). (3) What is 
Satan’s real aim in temptation (v. 9)? 
(4) Note that Jesus resisted every ap- 
proach of the tempter with a quotation 
from the written Word. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

MATTHEW 4:12-25 (1) In what way, or 
ways, is Christ a light to me? How does 
the first preaching of Jesus compare with 
that of John the Baptist (v. 17)? See 
Matt. 3:2. Is repentance still required? See 
Acts 17:30. (2) Distinguish between the 
call to salvation and the call to disciple- 
ship. When did these men become believers 
(John 1:35-42)? To what service have you 
been called? Are you willing to change 
your occupation, even your aim in life, 
at the call of Christ? Are you willing to 
forsake father and mother for His sake? 
(3) Great multitudes followed Jesus, but 
does that prove any depth of conviction 





on their part? When can popular acclaim 
become an evil thing? Does it mean more 
to you to be popular than to be in the 
Lord’s will? 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

MATTHEW 5:1-20 (1) Compare the indi- 
viduals described in the Beatitudes with 
the “blessed” man in Psalm 1. Has any 
ordinary man ever fitted either descrip- 
tion? What do the Beatitudes mean to 
you? Have you ever experienced v. 11 and 
reacted according to v. 12? (2) How are 
we the salt of the earth? Remember, salt 
can season, preserve, and also irritate. 
What if we do not perform any of these 
functions? Is light to be seen, or to cause 
other things to be seen? Examine v. 16 
with this thought in mind. (3) Apply to 
the whole Word of God what Jesus said 
about. the law and the prophets (vv. 17- 
20). Does the righteousness which comes 
from works of the law, or the righteous- 
ness which God provided in Christ, save us 
(v. 20)? See also Rom. 1:16, 17; II Cor. 
5:21. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 

MATTHEW 5:21-48 (1) Note that the de- 
mands made here are more severe than 
those made by the law of Moses. On how 
many different subjects does the Lord 
Jesus definitely commit Himself in this 
passage? Do any of them touch a sore 
spot in your life? (2) Notice how the 
teaching about divorce follows immediately 
after the teaching on adultery. On what sin 
does the teaching of vv. 29, 30 have a 
definite bearing? (3) Why should it not 
be necessary for a Christian to support 
his word with an oath? Is there any dif- 
ference between profane swearing and the 
taking of a judicial oath? (4) Did the 
Old Testament actually teach one to hate 
his enemy (see Lev. 19:18)? Does having 
enemies prove we are not Christians? How 
ag the fulfilling of the law? See Rom. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

MATTHEW 6:1-18 (1) Think of alms as 
representing any Christian giving. What 
is the meaning of v. 3? Are you willing 
to engage in sacrificial giving even if no 
one thanks you and no one seems to notice 
it? Should we give in order to be rewarded 
(v. 5)? What does it mean to “shut the 
door” of the prayer closet? Is praying for 
the same thing repeatedly the same as 
offering “vain repetitions”? Count the peti- 
tions in the Lord’s Prayer (so-called), 
and note the various subjects they cover 
(vv. 9-13). Cf. vv. 14, 15 with Eph. 4:32. 
(3) Fasting means to be so deeply in earn- 
est about some spiritual matter as to forego 
eating for a while. Is there any need for it 
today? Did you ever fast? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

MATTHEW 6:19-34 (1) Can you think of 
any earthly treasures which do not consist 
in material wealth? What does it mean to 


lay up treasures in heaven? Why is it so 
important to lay up treasures in the right 
place (v. 21)? hy are treasures in 
heaven so secure? Notice that the teaching 
about the eye follows after that about lay- 
ing up treasure. Can you see any connec- 
tion between the two? The “single” eye 
seems to mean an eye that is sound. How 
does that apply to wv. 23, 24? (2) Jesus 
is speaking of comparative rather than 
literal values here (vv. 25-34). His warning 
is not against earning an honest livelihood 
but against an over-emphasis on our mate- 
rial needs. Note the particular things about 
which He cautions in vv. 25-29, What great 
lesson are we to learn from vv. 29-32? 
How do you understand wv. 33, 34? 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

MATTHEW 7:1-14 (1) The “judging” which 
Jesus forbids cannot mean that we should 
condone sin in others (v. 20). Nor does 
He forbid the condemning of palpable sin, 
for that was constantly done by the apos- 
tles afterward. What can be His meaning 
according to vv. 3-5? How should we 
deal with a Christian who has sinned 
(Gal. 6:1)? (2) Note the personal ele- 
ment in prayer in vv. 7, 8. Note also the 
specific nature of requests and answers in 
vv. 9, 10. If God does not give exactly what 
we desired, does He ever offer anything 
inferior to it? Note that the “therefore” 
of the Golden Rule (so-called) links it 
definitely with what Jesus had just taught 
about prayer (v. 12). (3) Into how many 
groups do the two ways separate all man- 
kind (vv. 13, 14)? How many differences 
can you find between these groups? What 
is implied about the choice of the major- 
ity? Are you willing to be with the minor- 
ity in order to walk the narrow path? 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

MATTHEW 7:15-29 (1) Why should a wolf 
ever try to cover itself with the woolly 
skin of a sheep? False teachers always 
claim to be God’s messengers, but they 
cannot fully hide their identity. On what 
basis may we judge them (vv. 16-20)? Is 
such judging wrong? (2) How can we 
prove the reality of our spiritual profession 
(v. 21)? How do we know that not all 
supernatural phenomena are manifestations 
of divine power (v. 22)? Is it possible for 
some men to work miracles in the Lord’s 
name and yet be unsaved (vv. 22, 23)? 
Were you ever misled by something spec- 
tacular which proved not to be of the 
Lord? How were you convinced? What is 
the fundamental difference between an un- 
saved man, whose life is filled with good 
works, and a true believer (vv. 24-27)? If 
the teaching of Jesus is authoritative, what 
is our responsibility? 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

MATTHEW 8:1-17 (1) The leper had faith 
in Christ’s power but seems to have 
doubted His willingness (v. 2). Do we not 
often reverse that attitude? If we pray 


according to God’s will, how soon may we 
expect an answer? Is it ever necessary to 
wait for the answer (II Cor. 12:7-9)? The 
cleansed leper was to be a witness for 
Christ (v. 4). Am I a witness for Him? 
(2) How many things can we learn from 
the Roman centurion (vv. 5-10)? The 
leper was an outcast because of his disease, 
the centurion because of his race and reli- 
gion; but Jesus was willing to help both. 
What does that teach me? The centurion 
had faith in an emergency; it is just as 
important to exercise faith in daily living. 
(3) What blessing did Christ’s presence 
bring to the home of Peter (vv. 14, 15)? 
What has it brought to your home? Notice 
that Jesus is said to have fulfilled the 
prophecy of bearing sickness by healing 
the multitudes that were brought to Him. 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

MATTHEW 8:18-34 (1) What does Jesus’ 
answer to the scribe imply regarding that 
man’s stability (vv. 19, 20)? The second 
man’s request meant a possible long delay, 
for he wanted to wait until his father died. 
Sometimes following Christ requires the 
leaving of father and mother. (2) Has 
the Lord ever seemed to be asleep when 
you were in trouble (vv. 23, 24)? The cen- 
turion was commended for his great faith, 
but the disciples were rebuked for their 
little faith. Will your faith stand the test 
of adversity? (3) These two men were not 
insane but under the direct control of evil 
spirits (v. 28). They knew more than most 
men, for they recognized Jesus as the Son 
of God. Of what profit was this knowl- 
edge? What does this show of the value of 
knowledge alone? What does the willing- 
ness of the demons to enter into swine 
reveal about their character? Why did the 
people of that country ask Jesus to leave 
them (v. 34)? 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

MATTHEW 9:1-17 (1) The palsied man 
could come to Christ only if carried by 
others. Their faith played an important 
part. What can we learn from this? Why 
did Jesus forgive the man’s sins before 
healing him? What did the healing prove 
(vv. 5-7)? The multitude glorified God, 
but still regarded Jesus only as a man. 
(2) Matthew was also called Levi (Mark 
2:14). Note his prompt response to the 
call of Jesus. To what extent and for what 
purpose may we associate with “publicans 
and sinners”? How did Jesus explain His 
presence at Matthew’s banquet? (3) The 
two parables (vv. 16, 17) teach the im- 
possibility of harmonizing law and grace, 
and also the futility of self-improvement 
without being born again. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

MATTHEW 9:18-34 (1) From Mark and 
Luke we learn that this man was Jairus, 
and that he was the ruler of a synagogue. 
Think of what it must have meant for him 
to bow before Jesus and implore His help. 
For whom did he pray (v. 18)? Is it 
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proper to pray for the members of our 
own families? Are there any for whom you 
should pray? What makes one particular 
woman stand out in the crowd that fol- 
lowed Jesus to Jairus’ house? How was 
the faith of Jairus tested (vv. 23, 24)? 
(2) In relation to His own people, Jesus 
bore the title of “Son of David”; we know 
Him as Saviour and Lord. What one thing 
did the Lord ask of these blind men? 
Look back over the whole chapter and 
note how often faith is expressed or re- 
quired, (3) What power may keep some 
people from witnessing for the Lord (wv. 
32, 33)? Do you testify as freely as you 
should? 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

MATTHEW 9:35-10:15 The entire passage 
relates to the work of the apostles while 
Christ was on earth (10:5, 6). (1) Jesus 
set a good example before He gave any 
commands or requests for prayer (vv. 35- 
38). What caused Him to request prayer 
for laborers (v. 36)? If you offer this 
prayer, God may answer by sending you 
into His harvest. (2) Was the equipment 
of the apostles primarily for physical or 
for spiritual relief? Can we render both? 
What does the calling of the apostles by 
name suggest to you? (3) Note points of 
difference between this commission and 
that given after the resurrection (Matt. 
28:19, 20; Acts 1:8). We can learn lessons 
from the instructions given here, but it is 
evident that we are not expected to follow 
them literally in doing missionary work in 
distant lands. What lesson did you learn? 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

MATTHEW 10:16-42 This passage continues 
the commission of the apostles to the Jew- 
ish people of their day, but also looks to 
the end time, especially v. 23. (1) The 
ministry of witnessing is to be carried 
on under great difficulties (vv. 16-22). 
What precautions should be taken (vv. 
16, 17)? For what testimony will the Lord 
supply the very words (vv. 18-20)? What 
is the world’s reaction to Christian testi- 
mony (vv. 21, 22)? (2) Notice the “fear 
nots” in vv. 26-31. The Lord assures of 
His care but does not promise always to 
deliver (vv. 28-33). (3) What is the cost 
of true discipleship (vv. 34-39)? For what 
three things is a reward promised here 
(vv. 41, 42)? 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

MATTHEW 11:1-19 (1) What experience 
raised any questions about Jesus in John’s 
mind (vv.2,3)? Is it easier to trust in Christ 
when all goes well with us, or when all 
goes wrong? Which experience is more 
strengthening to faith in the end? How 
does the message of Jesus answer John’s 
question (vv. 4-6)? Are there honest 
doubters? (2) What two things in particu- 
lar made John great (vv. 10, 14)? Re- 
member, we are also the Lord’s messen- 
gers. (3) How does Christ’s characteriza- 
tion of His generation fit that of our own 
day (vv. 16-19)? How does men’s estima- 
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_have on His enemies? 


tion of you influence your conduct and 
testimony ? 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

MATTHEW 11:20-30 (1) What made the re 
jection of Christ by these cities (vv. 21, 
23) such a serious matter? On what basis 
will God be more tolerant in the judgment 
with some places than with others? Will 
He do the same for individuals? What 
about willful ignorance? (2) What won- 
derful testimony to Christ’s deity is found 
in vv. 25-27? (3) What are the blessings 
promised to those who come to Christ (vv. 
28-30)? What are the responsibilities im- 
posed? How do you find the yoke and the 
burden of Christ? 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

MATTHEW 12:1-21 (1) By what two exam- 
ples did Jesus show that the spirit of the 
law is more important than the letter? 
What greatness and authority did He claim 
for Himself (vv. 6, 8)? How does that 
affect the law of the Sabbath? (2) The 
man was evidently there by design, though 
perhaps not by his own choosing. By what 
method did Jesus heal him? How could 
such healing break the Sabbath? What 
effect does a manifestation of God’s power 
(3) How many 
points concerning Christ are found in 
Isaiah’s prophecy (vv. 17-21)? What prom- 
ises to the Gentiles does it contain? What 
encouragement can we derive from v. 20? 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

MATTHEW 12:22-37 (1) Was the charge of 
the Pharisees due to ignorance or delib- 
erate prejudice? What did the casting out 
of demons reveal about Christ’s power (vv. 
28, 29)? Ponder deeply the meaning of 
v. 30. (2) The blasphemy of the Holy 
Spirit is unforgivable simply because the 
one who commits it is thereby reviling the 
only agent able to regenerate him (v. 31). 
(3) From what source do evil words and 
deeds come? What do they reveal about 
the condition of the heart? How impor- 
tant are the words we speak? That ap- 
plies to testimony and also to denial. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

MATTHEW 12:38-50 (1) Compare the re- 
quest for a sign (v. 38) with their reaction 
when they saw miracles (vv. 14, 24). How 
does Jesus confirm the story of Jonah? 
Note three superiorities of Christ in this 
chapter (vv. 6, 41, 42). What does each 
indicate? (2) Note that the man in wy. 
43-45 was not indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 
(3) Christ did not deny His mother, but 
He pointed out a superior relationship. 
Since Mary had no influence over Him 
then (see also John 2:4), how can she be 
expected to influence Him now? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

MATTHEW 13:1-23 (1) Who only was sup- 
posed to understand these parables (vv. 
10-13)? (2) What did the sower expect 
from each field? Consider the various 
hindrances. Is there anything that keeps 
you from fruitfulness? Why did not the 


good ground bear a hundredfold all over? 
(3) In addition to any other lessons, this 
parable teaches us to keep on sowing the 
seed of the Word even if only one-fourth 
of it may bear fruit. Where did you sow 
today? 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

MATTHEW 13:24-43 (1) There was a time 
when it was impossible to distinguish be- 
tween tares and wheat. Some people are 
clever imitations of real Christians, but 
the difference will become clear some time. 
When and by whom will the real separa- 
tion be made (vv. 41, 42)? (2) Was the 
growth of the mustard tree normal or ab- 
normal? Does the lodging of birds in its 
branches suggest something good or evil 
(see vv. 4, 19)? Compare with the evils 
lodging in Christendom. (3) The parable 
of the leaven suggests an improper mix- 
ture. Consider the importance of remain- 
ing pure in doctrine and conduct. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

MATTHEW 13:44-58 (1) Think of Christ as 
the man who sold all He had in order to 
redeem the world (v. 44). Have you sac- 
rificed anything for Him? (2) Let the 
merchant man also represent Christ and 
His redemptive work (vv. 45, 46). How 
far have you gone in helping Him search 
jewels for His crown? (3) A final and 
eternal separation between evil and good 
is logical, and sure to come (vv. 47-50). 
What old and what new truths have you 
discovered in these parables? (4) Why 
were the people of Nazareth offended at 
Jesus’ teaching (vv. 54, 55)? What keeps 
Him from performing mighty works in 
most places (v. 58)? 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

MATTHEW 14:1-21 (1) John was outspoken 
against wickedness in high places. Have 
we a comparable courage among our 
equals? How did the news of Jesus’ popu- 
larity affect Herod? Why? Is it necessary 
to keep an improper vow (v. 9)? (2) 
How should the sight of a large company 
of unsaved people affect us (v. 14)? Self- 
protection led the disciples to request the 
dismissal of the crowd. How did Jesus 
reply to their request? Note the impor- 
tance of surrendering all to Him. Note 
also the three steps of blessing, breaking 
and giving. What do they suggest to you? 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

MATTHEW 14:22-36 (1) Obedience to 
Christ does not guarantee against storms 
in life (vv. 22-24). How did Christ’s com- 
ing affect the disciples? Why? How many 
lessons can you learn from Peter’s experi- 
ence? (2) When did the storm cease? 
How had Jesus stilled the storm another 
time (Matt. 8:26)? Note the difference in 
the confession on that occasion and the 
present one. Every experience with Christ 
should strengthen our faith. 


This Morning With God was prepared by 
Yvonne K. Woods, Jane Hollingsworth, 
and John C. Thiessen. 









JOSHUA 
(Continued from page 12) 


big place.” That simple proverb would help many 
novices find their divinely appointed place if they 
would but take heed to it. 


Joshua was a colorful man of action, but his activ- 
ity after he became leader of Israel was deeply in- 
fluenced in its content by the solemn and beautiful 
experiences he had enjoyed while serving under 
Moses. He was in no sense the extroverted go-getter 
type so familiar today. He had led Israel to battle 
against Amalek while Moses stretched up his hands 
to God in intercession on the hill above, and it is 
hard to believe that Joshua ever forgot that hour. He 
had gone with Moses up to the terrible mount and 
trembled in the awesome Presence while the Law was 
being cut into the stone tablets by the finger of God. 
He had gone in as one of the spies to search out the 
land of Canaan, and after the tabernacle was finished 
he had stood with Moses in its holy precinct and, 
while all Israel looked on and the pillar of cloud hov- 
ered above, he had received from Moses a solemn 
charge and a promise from God to be ever with him. 
After such moving experiences it was not possible 
that he could ever take the work of God lightly. His 
activities were wrought in God, not in the energy of 
the flesh. He lived and moved as in the very pres- 


ence of God and the speed and tumult of his military 
campaigns never took from him the deep conviction 
that he was surrounded and overshadowed by the 
person of the Lord God of Israel. 


I have said that Joshua was a man of action. By 
the mystical writers he would be classified as one 
who lived an active rather than a contemplative life. 
And right there is a vein of pure gold jutting out 
from the hillside from which we might well profit by 
exploring a bit. 


One of the most famous and most useful of the 
older devotional works is the anonymous Cloud of 
Unknowing which appeared in the fourteenth cen- 
tury. It may be taken as representative of a type of 
devotional thinking, as many of the ideas contained 
in it appear in other devotional works. The author 
of the Cloud divided Christians into two classes 
who lived respectively two kinds of Christian life, 
the active and the contemplative. The contemplatives 
devoted most of their energies to the sacred art of 
knowing God. This meant that they renounced self 
and learned to die to the pleasures of the flesh. Then 
they purified their souls by confession and deep re- 
pentance. This was followed by a voluntary accept- 
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ance of the Cross in their daily life with its crucifix- 
ion and suffering. In this way they rose further and 
further into God until they were conscious of spirit- 
ual union with Him. Of such as this were St. John of 
the Cross, Jan van Ruysbroeck, St. Teresa, Madame 
Guyon and Walter Hilton. These have been (so 
to speak) the psalmists of post-biblical times and 
have kept alive the knowledge that the essence of the 
Christian faith is inward and of the spirit. To these 
we owe a debt which we can never quite pay. 

The other kind of Christian is the active Christian, 
by which is meant the one who fulfills his Christian 
duties faithfully and lives a life of general useful- 
ness within the church but who never feels the mystic 
yearning for a deeper and more intimate knowledge 
of God. He is content to avoid hell and gain heaven 
and to maintain the proper forms of Christianity. 
He busies himself in giving alms and promoting 
religious and social activities for the alleviation of 
suffering and the good of the world. And to this busy. 
Christian also we owe a great debt. 

In spite of this arbitrary classification, these de- 
votional writers did not quite present us with a 
spiritual either/or. They acknowledge that the active 
and the contemplative might meet and even overlap. 
The author of the Cloud explains that a few persons 
manage to be both active and contemplative to some 
extent inasmuch as the higher level of the active life 
is identical with the lower level of the contemplative 
life. Mary sat at Jesus’ feet and Martha served (to 
preserve the figure of the Cloud). Because she sat 
and gazed at Jesus, Mary was a contemplative, but 
her sister Martha who was busy with the useful but 
less spiritual things was classified as an active type. 
Still, Martha in her quieter moments could manage 
to meet Christ in sweet devotion and Mary might 
leave her contemplation sometimes long enough to 
engage in useful acts of loving service. . 

We have made this little excursion into the teaching 
of the masters of the inner life in order to locate 
Joshua in our spiritual thinking. And we can readily 
see that he does not fit into either of the two classi- 
fications mentioned. He knew God too’ intimately 
to be a mere man of boisterous deeds like Joab or 
Jehu, and he surely was not a meek and quiet wor- 
shiper who spent his time cultivating his devotional 
life like, say, Thomas a Kempis. He was a worshiping 
man of action. His love of God led to practical 
obedience and hard work. Joshua could fly, and did, 
but he flew low enough to the earth to bless mankind 
and carry out the purposes of God in the world. 
It’s difficult to think of anything better than that. END 
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GOD HAS A PLAN 
(Continued from page 4) 

CIRCUMSTANCES. If we are always to be guided by 
circumstances alone we would make many wrong 
decisions. But where situations in which we find 
ourselves, or influences which come into our lives, 
confirm the decisions which we are coming to through 
prayer and Bible study, we may take them as an 
added evidence of God’s guidance. As someone has 
said, prayer, Bible study, and circumstances are like 
three’ searchlights used to guide a plane onto the 
landing strip. The plane must come in on the point 
where the three lights cross. For us, being guided 
only by the beam of circumstances is not safe. 

It is rather difficult to explain just how a person 
senses God’s guidance, but I will attempt to suggest 
a few ways since it may help you to recognize God’s 
voice in your own life. For one thing, you may find 
your interests change. Perhaps you used to be inter- 
ested in any foreign country, but now you find 
your interest narrowing down to one particular 
country. Feed that interest by reading books about 
that land and see if your interest grows. Or perhaps 
the needs of the mission will become especially real 
to you. You may have attended lots of missionary 
meetings without any great sense of your own respon- 
sibility, but then the situation changes and maybe 
suddenly, maybe gradually, the needs of the people 
really hit you between the eyes. Their plight becomes 
real to you. And you have a very strong and steady 
conviction that you must do something about it; you 
can no longer remain a spectator to their sorrows. 

Finally, in one way or another you come to the 
place where you realize you must make a decision: 
to go or not to go. If you sincerely pray for God’s 
guidance at such a time, I believe you will know for 
sure what is His will. Personally, I have found that 
I have a sense of peace and happiness in my heart 
when I have made the right decision. Conversely, if 
the decision is not according to God’s will I have 
an unsettled feeling, a restlessness, which causes me 
to re-think and re-pray the whole matter. 


CERTAINTY IS ESSENTIAL 

Every child of God can know God’s will. Jesus 
Christ is the light of the world; he who follows Him 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life (cf. John 8:12). 

You can have the assurance that you have chosen 
the right subjects even when you do not know whether 
you're to be a nurse in Capetown or a stenographer 
in Regina. You can be sure that agriculture is the 
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right course for you at university, even though the 
use which God will make of your training is not 
clear in your mind. You can know what job to accept 
or refuse, what Bible training to take, what girl or 
fellow to marry, what mission board to go out under, 
et cetera. Every time you are faced with making an 
important decision you can know His will. But just 
one word of caution. We cannot set time limits on 
God. Frequently we feel we must know His will before 
a certain date. God does not always work according 
to our time schedule. Sometimes He does give the 
answer you seek by the time you think you need it, 
but not always. So do not doubt His interest in you 
if you have to wait an unusually long time for an 
answer. Just continue to look to Him in full con- 
fidence. 


Every child of God must know God’s will. If we 
were simply fighting a physical battle we could afford 
to plan our own strategy. But “our fight is not 
against any physical enemy: it is against organiza- 
tions and powers that are spiritual. We are up against 
the unseen power that controls this dark world, and 
spiritual agents from the very headquarters of evil” 
(Ephesians 6:12, Phillips). A spiritual battle must 
be fought under spiritual leadership. 


Let us not hold the mistaken idea that the foreign 
missionary or minister at home must receive a call 
from God, but that the rest of the disciples of Christ 
are free to plan their own lives. Every member of 
God’s family must be directly led of Him, if he is 
to lead a happy, useful life in His service. The mis- 
sionary must be sure of God’s call to go abroad, 
and the business man must be equally sure of God’s 
call to stay at home. 


FACE YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 

Our commander, the Lord Jesus Christ, has alreaay 
given a general command to all His disciples: “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always to the close of the age” (Matthew 
28 :18-20 R.S.V.). 


With this command constantly before you, you can 
day by day, week by week, and year by year, look 
into the face of your Commander and receive direc- 
tion from Him as to just where you fit into His 
program of redeeming: mankind.’ Unto you has been 
given the ministry of reconciliation. END 
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(Continued from page 21) 
ship of a holy God and stands under condemnation 
of death (Romans 1-3). 

God, however, is a God of infinite love; and He 
has chosen to make provision for man’s restoration. 
On condition of faith in Christ and His atoning 
death, personal repentance from sin and loving trust 
and loyalty to the Saviour, God forgives man of his 
sin and receives man back into fellowship with Him- 
self, just as if man had never sinned. Theologians 
- call this justification by faith (Romans 3-5). 

But God does not forgive man merely to leave him 
in his sin. He restores the sinner to fellowship with 
Himself in order that he may be transformed— 
changed from a perverse sinner in a society of cor- 
rupt sinners into a holy saint of God. To effect this 
moral transformation God gives the redeemed man 
ethical insight or illumination of the mind that he 
may discern the good. God provides also moral and 
spiritual power. Theologians call this work of God 
sanctification (Romans 6-8). 


Throvgh the initial act of forgiveness or justifica- 
tion, and through the continuous process of moral 
development or sanctification through the Holy 
Spirit, God saves a select people. These select people, 


the redeemed, are required by God to remain in the 
world of evil with all its attendant distress and 
temptation but must not live like the world morally 
and spiritually. 

Paul does not stop with this development of an 
individualistic program but goes on to present a 
fully developed and highly intricate philosophy of 
society as a whole. The world of evil, Paul declares, 
is permitted of God to continue in existence, because 
it is God’s tool. It is God’s controlled environment 
needed for the proper training of those whom He has 
chosen to bring to ultimate perfection—namely, all 
those that love Him. This wicked world is just what 
is needed to bring His sons to the immaculate per- 
fection of Christ (Romans 8:29; 9:23 and 24). 

God has, moreover, never ultimately cast off human 
society. He never despised it; but He is working 
toward a redeemed society, a universal kingdom of 
righteousness, in which all nations of the earth shall 
participate. The goal toward which God has been 
working down through the ages is nothing less than 
a redeemed earth. 

Strangely enough, however, this redeemed society 
will never be attained by linear progress of re- 
deemed individuals, multiplied until they include all 
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men. Here Paul develops for us a subtle dialectic of 
history. In accordance with His goal from the very 
beginning God called out from among the nations of 
the world one particular nation to serve as “priest” 
or intermediary (Genesis 12:3 and Romans 2:19). 
This nation, the Jews, fulfilled its preliminary func- 
tion, chiefly that of bringing the Messiah into the 
scene of history, and then fell into unbelief. By this 
spiritual experience—the rise and particularly the 
fall of the natior of Israel—God extended His re- 
demption from one nation to many nations, from the 
solitary nation of Israel to the many nations of the 
Gentiles (“through their fall, salvation is come to 
the Gentiles” Romans 11:11). Ever since the early 
days of the apostles, the redeeming grace of God has 
been spreading more and more widely among the 
Gentile nations. Now the Gentiles as individuals stand 
by faith (Roman 11:19, 20). Individual Jews, of 
course, are being and may still be saved (Romans 
11:5) ; but at the present time God is furthering His 
program through this interplay of historical events, 
whereby the unbelief of the Jews resulted in the rise 
of a Gentile church and the consequent expansion 
of the gospel throughout the world (“the casting 
away of them” resulted in the “reconciling of the 
world” Romans 11:15) 


At the proper time a further turn in the course of 
divine history will usher in God’s conquest of the 
world and of society. The Gentiles themselves, who 
now stand by faith, will also fulfill their contribution 
to the divine program of the ages, as Israel did in 
the past. In that day, when the Gentile contribution 
shall have been completed at the end of the day of 
grace, they, like the Jews in this also, will be set 
aside (Romans 11:25). Romans 11:20 suggests that 
the reason for God’s turning away from the Gentiles 
is the same as His reason for turning away from the 
Jews. The Gentiles will fall away into unbelief (II 
Thessalonians 2:3). For the second time God will 
turn to the Jews. This time, in accordance with God’s 
plan, the Jews as a race will turn to God in true 
faith (‘So all Israel shall be saved,” Romans 11:36). 
Israel’s reconciliation to God will in turn be used by 
God to bring the nations of the earth to submit 
to God in a universal world-wide kingdom of faith 
and righteousness. “For if the casting away of them 
be the reconciling of the world, what shall the re- 
ceiving of them be, but life from the dead?” (Ro- 
mans 11:15). The salvation of all Israel will lead to 
the universal reign of Christ on earth and to right- 
eousness and peace for the nations of the world under 
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divine government. The moral reconstruction of in- 
dividuals or personal salvation will eventually find 
its consummation in the reconstruction of the social 
order (Romans 8:19, 24, 25). The dream of philos- 
ophers down through the ages and the fondest hopes 
of all good men will thus be realized. 

This double turning to God on the part of both 
Jew and Gentile will be accomplished only when the 
Deliverer, the Messiah promised by Scripture, will 
come again to earth. This radical reconstruction of 
the social order is no more a human achievement 
than is the transformation of individuals a human 
achievement. Both are supernatural acts of God. The 
Spirit of God now transforms individuals. The 
Son of God will transform society in His reign of 
righteousness. The difference between the two is that 
the salvation of the individual is accomplished within 
the frame work of the present social order. God 
transforms the individual, who all the while remains 
in this wicked world. The saved individual is not in- 
different to the wickedness of the world. He is not 
resigned to its wickedness but is fighting its wicked- 
ness through a concentrated program of individual 
and personal transformation. The social order will 
certainly be affected through this attack from within 
made by individual members of society, but it will 
be affected only locally and temporarily. The per- 
fectly and radically reconstructed society will come 
from outside force, exerted by the Messiah, who will 
personally reign over the earth in the millenial era. 
Only the supernatural second coming of Christ in 
power and great glory can institute the ideal society 
for which men long (Romans 11:26). 

God never declares, “Do this, and you can recon- 
struct the perfect society.”” The gospel of Christ, as 
Paul conceived it, was no patent medicine promising 
immediate relief from all diseases. The perfect so- 
ciety is like happiness or peace. The man who sets 
out to be happy never reaches his goal. The man who 
grasps for peace at any price loses peace. Happiness 
and peace are attained as by-products. So is the 
perfect society a by-product. God has commanded 
us to believe, to love, to preach, to instruct in indi- 
vidual and social righteousness. We are to obey; and 
God will keep His promise. He, at the time He knows 
to be best, will establish His kingdom of universal 
peace and righteousness on earth. 

“O the depths of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God: How unsearchable are his 
judgments and his ways past finding out” (Romans 
11:33). END 
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DO YE SPEND... ? 
(Continued from back cover) 

“Time is a-hastening” when everyone and every- 
thing will be tested, challenged, sifted, and tried by 
forces let loose from hell. Some are being thus 
tested today. How will it then be for you and me? 

Whittaker Chambers in the April 5 issue of The 
Saturday Evening Post writes: “The death of reli- 
gious faith is seen in nothing so much as in the fact 
that, in general, it has lost its power to move anyone 
to die for it.” 

This is true of Christendom and alas of many 
Christians. 

A solution to this tragic condition is not to be 
found in a heartier rendering in unison of “Faith 
of our Fathers” nor yet in “The Son of God Goes 
Forth to War.” We do not need a fresh challenge, 
another “faggot service,” or candlelight consecration 
meeting. We do not even need a new program or 
organization with a stricter basis of faith. We do 
not need a great convention with blue ribbon speak- 
ers of international reputation, nor a new vision, nor 
even a new slogan. 

All we need is to be alone with God in the quiet 
place and to remain there until He speaks. We must 
lay hold of Him by faith and not let Him go until 
He has searched our innermost heart, until He has 
stripped us of all sham and unreality, until we know 
ourselves and our God and Saviour, until we under- 
stand that it is only Christ in us that counts, and 
until the truth of John 3:30 has burned its ways 
into our hearts and the passion of our lives is that 
‘He must increase, but I must decrease.” csw 





“Do ye spend ...for that which is not bread ?”’ 


is you been alone with yourself and your Saviour recently, so that you 
really came to grips with Him? Have you been alone with Him sufficiently 
long so that redundant matters were stripped away—so that you got beneath 
peripheral things and people to your real self and to God? How much of 
Christ have you actually embraced? In reality how much does He have of 
you? 

Self delusion, the product of the deceitful human heart, is an ever-present 
danger. I can deceive myself into imagining I have a deep experience of 
Christ when what I have is largely chimera. What is at the center of my 
life? What sustains my Christian life? Is it Christ Himself or something 
less? 

I can easily be self-deluded by activity—doing this, going here and there 
—Christian activity of course—meetings, plans, programs. But these things 
are not Christ Himself. 

Christian friends—that which we call Christian fellowship—can also 
delude: organizations, ecclesiastical loyalties, creeds, confessions, baptism. 
confirmation, church membership, Inter-Varsity. If in any way these things 
are a substitute for Christ Himself they are snares and delusions. 

For a moment, strip yourself of your Christian friends, your Christian 
fellowship, all your religious going and coming, arranging and doing, giving 
and receiving. What do you have left? How much of Christ Himself do we 
actually have in our hands? 

Come war, destruction, hunger and loss, concentration camp, solitary 
confinement, persecution, torture—what then? 

Christians today are being tested in these ways. Many are falling; some- 
times few remain faithful. Who are they—what is their secret? They are 
those in whom the measure of Christ has increased while they have decreased 
so that the living Saviour is the great undergirding, all-pervading reality of 
their lives. 

All of us are busy—too busy. We are American activist Christians. We 
feel more comfortable, more assured when we are going somewhere, doing 
something. But with all our activity, are we spending ourselves, our time, 
talent, youth, energy, strength for bread—the true Bread, Christ Himself 
—or for something less? 

(Continued on inside back cover) 








